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ments,and gracious Comforts, 


for all thoſe whole cate is to worke out 
their owne laluation with feare 
and trembling, 


By Sam. Heron. 
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V'” the Lady MaxGartrT Her, 
of Wenbury 1m Deuon, 


4 ( 3 _ ) 
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| =D >. 71; Sermon, whereof, 


| TN» V when it was preached 
| ( 
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bg your cares did partake 
| 6s heere now 18 41 0- 
& ther forme preſented 
Se WO | to your. bandes. Ut 
\ ** » ſeemed welcome to you then: 1 hope it 
' oailnot bee onpleaſins now .. . you ſhall 

; fndeit here fu:hfully related, according 

+  , 4s 1ſpeakeit: andalbeit the matter can- 
_ not be {o linely from the pen, 4s fr om the 
ton2ne,yet if it wrought any thing pon 
your heart when you heardit, the hauing 

| * ofutbyyou, ta looke on (at ſome of thoſe 
| gimues, which 1 truſt you doconſcionablic 
| and conſtantly beſtow ou priaate exerci- 
ſes ),foallnot bee onprofiteble. 1 thought 
YA | > ML fo 


ly - 


The Epiſtle 


to hawe reſpited the publication of it ; n- | 


till God had gincn opportunity to accom- 
pliſh the crobole Text (1 meane the two 
next werſes 10 this heere openea) in the 
place, to wuhich 1 was called to handle 
this. But ſome other occaſion (vwhich 
your Lamwill gueſſethongh 1 ſay nothing) 
bath moued me to do otherwiſe. And yet 
that it might not oe altogether alone, 1 


bane accompanied it with two other Ser- . 


rw0ns , in the generall matter thereof wery 
well agreeing to it , not lowg fince prea- 
ched; in my weekely courſe in my owne 
Cure. All three tocether, 1 reſpettiue- 
ly offer here to your Ladiſhip , as ate- 
ſtimony of my contrnuall acſire , ts helps 
you onwards tm your wel-beoun 1ourney 
towards Heaven. 18 were folly for me to 
commend what wy ſelfe haue done , yet 
for the maine [ubiect of theſe three Ser. 
wons, 1 may without boaſting any way in 
my ſelfe,boldty ſay, 1t is the moſt behoge- 
fullpornt, which your La. or any other 
good Chriſtian can be buſied in. Toſeeke 


aſſurance ' 


Dedicatorie. 
aſſurance of hauinz the (pirit , to ende- 


4 » wour the coeriſhing thereof when it is felt, 


to be onder flanaingly aware of ſathans 
practices roexlingmfh1, to labor to br ing 
the ſoule to a reſolued and wel-2rounded 
reſting <pon the power andgrace of God 
throueh leſus Chrilt , what a neceſſarie 
zaskeis this ? that the more your La. ſhall 
take paines heerein, the greater ſmectues 


'  'ſball you finde 1m Religion, and the more 


| 
| 


reſt for your ſoule. Thus hoping your 
Za. will accept of this (mall Gift , though 
uot 45 4 Recompence, yet 45 an acknow- 
ledaement of that Much, which in many 
reſpects Jowe wnto you , | pray God ts 
increaſe your feeling and care, inand for 


that which theſe Sermons dee perſwads 


' andſolreff, 


Your Ladifſhips in 


my beit obſeruance, 
From'Modbwry,x 61 5. 


Sam, Hierons 


' The ſpirituall Mans 
Take. 


1 Theſ, 5.19. 
Lnench not the Sparit,&c, 


Y firft thoughts vpon 
4} this Text, after I had 
6] determined the hand- 
J ling of it at this time, 
and in this place, were 
J accompanied with the 


DIA remembrance of that 


ſaying of Salomon(a) ,A three fold cordituor vn. __ 
eafily broken:me thoght 1 beheld here ſuch w_ 
an holy rwine, artificially made vp by S. + 
Paxl,of three ſeucrall threeds, as becing 
made vſe of for the faſtening of the ſoule | 
ofa Chriſtian to his God, cannot quickly | 
be diffolued, For ſurely he, who feeling in | 
bimſelfe che graces of Gods Spirit, ſhall | 
bee conſcionably carefull not ro quench 
them, and ro that end ſball honour pro. 
A4  phecy- 


ww 


{ F4SKE 


_ indeed hee may obedien oo enter- f 

FP{.r5.5 caine, well mayIapply tohim-rhar ſay- 
ing ofthe Pſalme ; (b) Mee that doth theſe 1 
things ſnallncner bemened, nothing (hall |. Y 
4 beeable to preiudicethe ſaluation ofthis - n 
1 ſoule, Thus briefly, topoſſe(le you with a 
q 2 conceit of the [pecia} worth of this ri 
Scripture, My prayeristhat tothe dig- F 
nity oftheplice, both my handling aud of: 1 
your hearing may be anſweeable,.; r: 
Iloue not to be curiguy about HhviG- ic 
'x Per, 3, 0n*ro the cares of that whithS, Peter h 
*_ (*) cals tbe bidman of the heart, the plaine a 
| ong doth alwaies nike the beſt mulick, { 
the or. Thus th& here are thjce ver ſes, of which b 
L of the thefirſt giues occaſion totherwo later, b 
| ace, 3ndtherwolarer, arc appertenances to WY: 
| the firſt, The Apoſtle giuing 2 charge, is 
o notto quench the Sperite, ummediatly giues ' 
: dire&ionhow,8 by what means to keep el 
þ itin, Deſpiſe nor propheſying.: ſpeaking of v 
; prophecying, leſt whatſocuer is preſen- WE 
ted tovsin the ſhape therect ſhould eft- n 

ſoones be honored. he annexed a caution 
touching trial: Embrace nothing before n 


tria) g& make 1 much of that which is fond 


be ſprribual Mays taske. of 
to.hee good vpontriall, This is the ſtate | 
ofthisplace. I will take cuery thing in 
thag order wherin it comes, and proceed 
ſoas the gime ſhall ſuffer, The fic(t charge 
here, giuen,vpon wich da big the other 
rwo,is,Nort ro.quench the /pirit: Larreating 
vpon which ſhajr,y<rplencitull precepr, -— Y 
my firſt and ſpectali work mult be to ex- 
amine what is meant by the word Spirit in 
this place;for the word quench being ſo 
familiar as itis, needs no greatinquirie, 
Tovching Spru, Augnitme in ewo feue- 
rallplaces expounds it, of thethird per- 
ſon 10-the bleſſed Trinity, who we cal the The expo 
holy Ghoſt or Spigit: & vrgeth this place 1510n of | 
againſtthoſe who, denied the ehjrd.per> words 
ſon,wh6 he rerms quenchers of the ſpirir Epift, 23- 
beczuſe,as much 281n the lyeth, they a- © Borifae 
boliſh the being ofthe h,GhoſRt:burin the £297 
. iudgemenc ofghelearned,tbis expoſition hb, 2. Col 
isalitle roo much forced: Forthe verie EP/+Pare 
courſe & current, ofthe place, may ſhew ©! 3» 
thatthe Apoſile had an aim ar fomching 
wichin our ſelus, which he wold not have 
vs quench, & had nopurpoſe heere to 
maintaine the myſtery of the Trinity, 

Some fanaticall and Anabaptiftical hu- , 
mors,who Rand much vponreuclations, 
and 


3 


|| 23s, 


x 
j 
j | 4Galege as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeakes cle where, 


The ſpiritual pans rake, 


 #ndIknowe not what infpirings, eride- 


vourto make 'yfe of this place; for p'ting 
countenance ynto them,and would have 
the Spree heere to beroken thoſe extra. 
ordinary difcoueries which they dreame 
of; Theſe (forſooth) muft nor bee quen- 
ched, that is,muſt nor be repreſled, bur 
cheriſhed,and allowed of, and men nor 
ſo preciſely ryed to the words and jerter . 
of the Scripture : But how farre this is 
from the'Apoſtles minde, the following 
yerſe plainely ſhewerh, where hee com- 
mends prophecying; thatis, interpre- 
ting of the Scriprure, as a meanes for the 
continuance of the heate & light ofrhar 
ſpirite, which hee heere perſwaJes not to 


quench: and therefore (intends no fuch 


inſpirings which ſhall ouerthrowe the 
neceſhty of the Scripture, or promore 
that which contradias the Scripture, So 


| that there is no doubt te bee made, but 
 thar by ſpirit, are meant here (according 


to Theophilalt) the gifter and gracerof Gods 
ſp». Sois the word vied often in holy 
Scripture,as Rom,8.9.where is nor ment 
the yery effence of the third perſon, bnt 


the frunes of the Spirite (d);(uch things as 


ace * 


FOEETSSY 
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are wrought by the Spirit of God,by the 
power ot the holy Gkoft,in the hearts & 
ſoules ot thcie that are the Lords. 

In reterence to this,a man regenerate 
is ſaid to haue a new /pirite put into hs bow- 


elt ('e ); yea,tobe ſpuru ( f),to haue recey-eEze, 


—o——__ 


wed of the Spirnt ( g), to hnemihe ſpirite 19. 


(4h), andall becauſe the Spirite of God f loh, 
hath a working in him,of rcnuing, ſaac-g1lo 


tify1ng,enlightning, &c. 


Now,to grench the Spirit, is, toput our, h Gal, 


10 weaken, to abate the power and. working 


13. 


25» 


of thoſe graces: ſo then, Dmench 'met the 


ſpirite; that is, Tou that feele your ſelues to 
hane receyued the graces of Gods Syirit, and 

obee furniſhed with thoſe ſpirityall bleſſings 
in heanenty thinges, with which God us wont 
to accompliſh his Elefl, looke 10 tt, that 
through your negleft and careleſn:f[e, theſe 
$094 things tn you bee not extinguiſhed, ra- 
ther labour you their encreale, and the hel. 
ping of thems ſtull forward to more perfetlion, 
T'vs is the ſenſe, 

Now wee haue gotten that, let vs pro- 
ceede roenquire what we may gaine & 
gather hence as matter of inſtruftion, 
It ſeems to me, that there be two ſpeciall 


points of doftrine to bee colleRed from 
theſe 


| 


- th 


yp 


11 
4 
y 


: 


{ 
\>6 
a 
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theſe ark” | I. That it is poſſible for 4 
mes baxing ti ſperit t of God, to knowe that 
bee hath yeceinedut. 2, Thatut i neceſſary 
for hum that doth khurw bee hathreceyned ut, 
50 beware how hee qreencheth i, The former 
of theſe two, I rayſe thus, L2nench not the 
ſpirn,faych the Apoſtle: I demaund, Isit 


ft Ppoſhble for any man ro make conſcience 
rine, 2otto quench ic,vnleſlc he knoweth ton - 


ching bim(clfe that he dech enioy itrThe 
care copreſerue a commodity, may per * 
haps not vaficly bee learned before a man 
hath it, bur ir cannar poſſibly bee praQi- 
{cd before poſſeſſion : & how can a man 
in common reaſen, ſetrlc himſelſc ro that 
care,before he be ſure and ſenſible of his 
having it? It i« in vaine to aduiſc a man 
not to quench the Spuriz, if bee. cannot aſ- 
ſuredlyknow bimſelte co have receyued 
it. May not a man otherwiſe veryiuſtly 
reply thus vpon this charge: Alzs,you 
ſpeake of nor quenching the ſpirir, but 


- whereisit? Idonevther knew nowgnor 


ſhall cuer be able ro knaw, whether this 
ſpirit which you taike of, bee in me, yea, 
or no, 

Me thinks I ſhould not ſay much con- 
cerning this, There cannot be framed a 
ſurer 


- The ſpiritual Mans dhe 5 
ſurer canſequence then this. A manmay 


& muſt make conſcience, Notro quench 
the ſpirit, therefore a man may knowe 


himlelfe ro haue receyted rhe Spirire. 


This which is ſoplaine by this Text, 
_ Is as apparanr elſe where in holy Scrip- 
tures. 

That there are ſome whom God en- 
doweth & endueth with his fpirit,T eruſt 
Ineed not proue. Ihaue ſayd ſomewhar 
tothateffet already ; Panlſayderothe 
Romans, Tee hane recequed the ſpirit of ad- 
option (1), he hath ginen (vs) ſayeth he,(ioy- 
ning himſelfe with others, and others 
heerein with himſeclfe) the earneſt of the 

{part (k): God hath exen pginen yew his ko- 


receyuedir, ſhould be aware oftheir re- 
of? 7 thinke that I hane alſs the ſprite of 


God(m), Wee mult not thinke (thinke 
there) to bea wordotſurmiſe, as it is 


ſometimes in our ordinary (peaking op-(* 


poſed ro certainety of knowledge, as 
when a man ſayth, Ithinke it js ſo, bur I 
cannot tel'; bur heere, / zhmke, is all one 
with that Engliſh of ours, Itrow Ihaue 
&c, Or,Itake ir, &c, 

For, 


sRo,8.,1 


þ 2 Cor, 
. y $ . F-Fo 
ly Spirit (/). Now, that they which have 3"? Thet 


r Cor 


40, 


ii2 Cor. 

UID 

| kinys within a man, which cannot be ſe- 
Ro, L.2, 5 , ” 
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For had this been a word of doubful- 
nefſe, how wouldit buthaue been apre- 
iudiceto the Apofiles aduice giuen to 
the Corinthians? They might haue ſayd 
well, When we ſee him more ſure of his 
having the ſpirite of God, then will we 
make alittle more account of his coun- 
ſell. Looke then, Paw/knew : & as ir was 
not appropriated to Paxl,to haue the ſpi- 
rit (for it is the common promiſe of all 
that are Chriſts (#); ſo neyther was it his 
peculiar, roknow ſv much, I ſhewed 
you how in this point ofbauirg the ſpi- 
rit, and fo of ſpeaking confidently tou- 
ching hauing it, he ſorts himſelfe,with o- 
thers of Gods faithful ones(s), The cruth 
is,the ſpirit will make it ſclte ro be felt, & 
perceyued where it is :it hath ſuch wor- 


creted, Itis a/piritof life (p), can a man 
lize, & not know it? I contefſe his know- 
ledge herein, in reipeA of the outward 
working thereof, may be ſometimes in- 
termitted;as when one is in a {wonn,or a 
{lcepe: and fo there be fits and moodes, 
io which this knowledge of the preſence 
of Gods ſpirit,is more obſ{cure,andI.fle 
ſecling, Bur inthe generality,the hauing 


of. 
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of life cannot be yaknowne to him that 
lives; and ſo vadoubtedly, as bodily 
life givescuidenceof it ſelte,{o doth ſpi- 
rituall life alſo, The ſpirit of God where 
itis, comforts, infſliuAs,guides, leades, 
enlightnerth, ſanRifieth, is ancarncſtef 
a turure inheritance, can theſe thinges 
bee wreught in a mans ſoule,and he not 
know it? Thereis as great an alteration 
effeted in a man after the entrance of 
- the ſpirit into him, as was in Zatarns 
when hee wasrayſed to life out of the 
graue: oras in Bartimexs, when his fight 
was reſtored, or as inthe Creple at the 
Temple gate, when his feete and ankle 
bones receyued ſuch firength that hee 


walkedand leaped, and prayſed God(g). 9 AG 3+ 


A man wasdead, and the ſpirit quicke- 
neth him, hee was blinde and ignorant, 
+ and his cogitaticnsdarkned, the ſpirite 
enlightneth him, hce was not able to 
moouea foot inthe path of righteouſ- 
nefſſe, the Sp.rit makes him nimble and 
aQuue to runne the way of Gods com- 
mandements, 
Mow can theſe. thinges bee vn- 
knowne? I vvill voluntarily abridge 
that plegtic, which dooth cucn prefle 
vpon 


© 
F 


: 
: 


; 
. 


: 
[ 


[The vſc, 


17Ro:$, 9. 


him, 


ypon me hetcin , rhe caſeis fo plain,thze 
itneeds not much confirming: I will 


rather haſten to the vſe, which thope fo 


many ofvs as defireto feare God, ſhall 
finde to be exceeding profitable, * 

Is it poſſible for a man to know him- 
ſeltero hatie the ſpirn of God, and isir 
not then neceſiary for euery man to 
moke enquiry into himſelle;concerning 
this ? THI may know this, I would fain 
know what warraht Fhaue, noc to ſeeke 
to knowit, Perhaps thou wilt fay, Itis 
no great matter, wherher thou have the 
ſpirit of God orno,& fo it is of nogreate 
behoofe' ro vie enquiry. Oh farre bee ir 
fromchee ſo to thinke, Hark what is ſaid 
(r),If any man howe not the ſpirit of Chriſt ; 


the ſamets not his: there is nopart in Chriſt 


withour the fruition of his Spirite, Looke 
then how much itſtands theeypon, ro 
vnderſtand whether orno thou ſhalt be 
{aued,ſfo much alſoit concernes thee to 
know whether or no thou hane Gods 
ſpirit. And who ſo feeds himſelfe withan 
hope of being ſaued, & yer cannor tell 
whether he haue receyued theiſpirite of 
God or no, hee feeds himſelfe with the 
wind,& truſts to that which will _— 
| And 


oF £ | 
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And now conſider here, whariuſt oc. 
cafion is giuen me, tohft vp my voyce | 
like a trumpet, and to cry loud againſt 
thoſe, who nener in their lives did ſeri- 
ouſly pur this queſtion to their owne wy 
ſoules ; (HaueT the ſpirit of God !) Tam 
afraid there is fcarſ{e one for an hundred, 
that is not guilty of thisnegleR, I would 
all you that heare mee ay this, this day, 
would doe as our Saujours Diſciples 
diq when hee rtolde them that one of 
them ſhould betray him , euery one was 
afraid ofhimiclfe : Is it I, faid one tis ir 
I,faide another (s): So when you heare a Mat. 2 
generall impntation layde vppon the 37» 
times concerning this, of looking in- 
ro mens ſelues, whether they haue the 
ſpirit of Godor no; oh, that cuery one 
of ys might be je2lous of himſ.}fe, and 
ſay to his owne heart; Whar, andam[ 
one that amremiſſe herein? No doubr, 
our hearts would (mite vs. herein,as Da- 
ids did him , (r) and bappy ſhould fuch 7 4,Sam, 
ſecretſmitings be;th-y would bee like 4,10, 
the precious haime (#.,uich blowes would ,, pal, 
cauſe the blewnes of the wounde,which 1,41,c, 
Salomon faith, ſerves topurpe our the e- pro, zo, 
uil (x) : ſhould wee oncefallto an ear- 20, 

neſt 
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neſt communing with our ſelues concer= 
} ning this ; this good I am ſure vvould 
follow, that we would neuer Jeauepreſ- 
fing and vrging queſtion ypon queſtion 
till vve had gotten ſome aſſurance in this 
matter, Well my truſtis through the 
mercy of God, this vyhich Ibaueſayde 
ſhall not be vtterly in yaine; but ſome 
that heare me ſhall be moued to this in- 
qQuitie ? therefore forthe furtherance and 
helpe of ſuch , I will enlarge this ve, by 
f teaching how a man may certainely cid. 
'l Jowa fehimſclfe in this demand : Have 1the 
F227 AY ſpirit of God orno ?I will not heerein goe 
jAOWE beyondthekenning of my Text :1find a 
| — any fire heerein my Texr, at which I may ca- 
I”. Ok . 6ily light ſuch a candle, as ſhall aboun- 
If <c PINT Jantly direct vs in this ſearch; 

ut? God. The terme of quenching heere cou- 
pled with the ſpiritis an argument, that 
the ſpirit of God is of a fiery natures 
quenching is rhe peculiar to ration 
in fire we doe all conceiuetwo things,1.a 

light, 2.a heat, Theſe twoin this element 
are inſeparable: ſo that ro apply itro our 

purpoſe , briefly (that I may not as vvee 

ſay burne day light, by diſcourſing fur- 

ther touching fire then is ne eharie) 
1 


4 
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if we would be aflured of our having the 
ſpirit of God within vs, there js a lpirntu- 
all light and a {pirituajl heat ro be Inqui- 
| redfor :the ſpiriruall light is ſpoken of 
Eph. 1. 18. 72: it is, when by Gods oi- 
wing the ſpirit of wiſdome and reuchtie 
on, The eyes of the onderſtanaing are 0. 
liphtened,c, Man by nature is cuen 
darknes it ſclfe, (7) « verybeaſt by his owne , Eph.5.$ 
knowledge, (z) he percereth not th- things of |, 1 07. ns 
the ſprrit of Goa(a) :now vpon his being , : 
endued with the Spirit, that God, who 
| at firſt commaunded the light ro ſhine 
out of darkenefſe, cauſeth a ſhining ro 
breake into his heart, by giving the 
lighe of knowle/'ge (4) : This js that, On 
ont ment from him that 15 holy(c), Heere=  - * 
upon the regenerate »re ſav} to be/ghtin 3 1 
the Lora robe the children of the light (a), the , = ? 
colireno! rhe day (6). 1FE h 
So then to thes firſt iſſue, wee arenow FO 

come . My demand to my ſ{oule is, hane ye ET ( 
I the ſpirit of God ? Il amtavght here to pw SY 
ſay, Sure if | hauc, I amindued with ſp1- 
rituall light, where is then my know. 
ledge in the things of God * yvhere is my 
vnder{tanding in the things of Chriſt ? 
« am1ſcuſible ot the falling away of the 
B 2 icales 


A 
a 1.,Cor. 
2.14» 


SL 


gPſal, 
94:8. 
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ſcales of ignorance from the eyes of my 
winde,feele I howthe myltof my natu- 
rall darknefle is diſperſed and diſpelled, 
and howe I am called into a maruellous 
light (f)? are not now the ſecrets of rcli- 
g10n,ſuchrideles and ſuch vnſauory ob- 
{curities to mega; they haue bene intimes 
paſt ? Cannot my conſcience witnes with 
me in theſe things? ſurely the fpirite of 
ChriſtIcſus is not in mee, I am yetnone 
of his, I amvetalimme of the kingdome 
of darkneſfle, a feruitour of theprince of 
darknes,and if I continue fo,vtter dark- 
nes mult needs be my portion,and I can- 
nor e{cape it, 

What a matter of terrour is this, for 
zl ſuchas hate Knowledge , as pleaſcto 
nouzle themſelues in ignorance , which 
eruſt ro it as to the ſafeſt courſe; as if they 
had ſome ſpeciall gitt of {melling out the 
way to heaueninthe darke: ſuch deſpiſe 
the key of Knowledge , and chough they 
be neuer ſo often and ſo vehemently cal- 
led vpon with the words of Danid, Vn- 
deriland yee unwiſe among the people , and 


ee Fooles, when will yee be wiſe(g)? See 


how readie the Lord is to powre ont 


minde unto you, and to make you rn" ; 
g 
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bis wordes, (b); Why will you be deftroy- © Pi9te 
ed for lacke of knowledge?yet they ſhew 7923+ 
themſclues like Salomons Foole, whoſe Foo- 
{:rneſſe will not depart from him no though 
hee be brayed with a petell among Wheate, 
(z) : They will not knowe: yea, they ſer 
downe alawe ouer and aboue all that e- «Prou, 
uer God made,thattheir jgnorance,yea, 2722, 
though it be neuer fo much affedted,ne- 
uer ſo wiltu!l : yer it ſhallexcule them, 
and tzcir good meaning ſhall bring them 
as ſoone to heauen, ag all the knowledge 
in the World, ( Father forgine them, for 
they knowe not what they dor,) Whatheart «4 
that hath grace may not melt within him 
to {cechat men will needes periſh, and 
are ſo Geſperatcly bent to :duenture 
their ſoules vppon mcere vncertaintyes ? 
Remember I prayyou, no illumination, 
10 preſence of Gods ſpirite : hee that 1s 
not acquainted wirh this fpiricuall light, 
ncuer ſhall hee ſce the lightoftche Loco, 
in the Jan'! of the living, 

Oh, tiar ſaying of the Apoſtles ! e- 
nough to make our belly to tremble, to 
contider its If ozty Goſpell be hid, it is hid | 
to thems that areloft(h): It there beany þ 2.Cors 
that arenot anneyated with eye-falue to , ; 

B 3 ſce ©'3* 


The ſpiritual! Mans take. 
ſee that which 1s called the ſecret of the 
Goſpell, and to vaderſtand that great 
| myfteric of godlineſſe, which God hath 
L reuealed in his worde, thcy have ypon 
[ them the very maike of loſt ones : A 
terrible verdit, | 
I mighticeme to have done with this 
euidence ot the Spirits pretence : but as 
IT was about to giue1t oucr, it came to 
my mide , that tnoughT had faide the 
ruth, yer Tlcttrhe marter forawly,, 1 
might tall ar viwares intotwo extremi- 
ries :1, of diſcouraging lome, who have 
needratherot refreſhing + 2, of putting 
heart into other ſome , who delerue ra- 
ther to bee raken downe. Iconfacred 
: _ the inconuenicnces of both : remem- 
| bring how dangerous it is , exher tomake 
\ the bearts of the righteous ſad, whom the 
h Lord hath not made ſad , or to ſtrengthen 
i the hands of the wiched, that hee ſhould 
li /Ezc, 13, not retwrnefrom his wicked way (1), Heere- 
['22. upon l:boured to adde to that vvhich 
] bauc taida liccle more: ;. They vviich 

may bce d:ſhcarrened heereby, are ſuch, 

| aSareweake in knowledge, dullinap= 
't prehenfion , hard of conceiuing ; vvho 
ih (it may be) reade and heare much and 
' oftcn 
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ne often, yer profit little ; they ſeeme to 
at + Tthemſelues, tro ſcenothingas yer to any 
th great purpoſe : to tell rhem then that if 
'n they haue not the piſt of illumination, 
A they hauenotthe ſpirit of God, you a- 

| maze them quite, and that little hope 
is wvhich they ſometimes had, is by this 
T meanes v:terly ouerthrowne. 


Torelceue ſuch therefore, this is tobe 
p knowne, thacthis light we ſpeake of, is 
3 4, nor atthe brighteſt and cleareſt at rhe 
7 ficſt, nay reſpeRiuely ro that which ſhall 
® be; when 1tis at the niceſt, in this world, 
iti; but m part (m) : when a man isvpon #1, 
the point of enterance into the ſtace of x4,9, 
grace, there is2 lightappeares ; (=) : but » Pſal, 
yetitis, bur as thelight in thefirſt daw- 139,13 
| ning of the day, acertaine (teppe trem 
darkenefſe, anda degree abouc it, but 
yet ſo tempered and intermixed with 
darkcneſſe, that as the Poer ſaith, rhox 
canſt call it nether aarkeneſſe , neith-r 
light : 

Itis 2 certaine compotition of both, 
nayar the firſt appearing thereof darke- 
nefle is the predominanr, The blinde 
man whom our Sauior cured in the Gol. 

TE pel , after the firſt rouch hee was asked, 
if 
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Mar.3, if hee ſaw ought + 7 /ee men, ſaith hee, fot 
te 34» AT ſee them walke hke Trees, (0), His ſight 
at the fir(t was confuſed and vncertaine, 
he d1d not {ce diſtintly, 
| Thus it is inthe inward man , the en- 
ligktening many times is but weake and 
T4 duskiſhg yea,and that in men of place,or- 
' dained to giue ſp:r1tuall light ro others 2 


þ 
b 
'- 
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235 that tamous » Apallns itoodeinnecdeto 
, = 
hare the way of Goa expounded vnto him moye 


perfeflly (p). How were the Diſciples 
*of our SADI/OFR, living vader fo cx- 
cellent a Teacher? e Are yee yet without 


| AR. 18 
q 16. 


| Mart, onderstancing ? Percerne yee not jet,efc(q) 
5.15. I hane beene ſo [ng tum? wiih you , and hast 
th thou not knowae mee , Cee(r) ? Sothat 
| flohn the lircleni fe and dimiiefle of the Tight 
9) -9+ received mult not d1{crurage: It there 
wb bee ary, i: mult bee retoycrd in: and 
| that there is ſome in thoſe which com- 


piaine, (25 1 haue ſaide) it is manifeſt by 
ther Complaint, They complaine c! 
«darknefle : therefore they tec how it is 
with them: the {tate of their ſoule is dif- 
cerned by chem, and whatis it bur l1ght 
| 'Zph.5, that maketh theſethings manifeſt (s), If 
in chou art come asyet no further then to. 
if! that whichis called, A mindetoknow him_-, 
'} which 
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ith which is true (t) , ſortbatthou art weari® 8 1,Toh.s. 
| ofthy nawwall blindneſſe , and if thou 20, 
, + wertpurto thy choice, likethe blinde 
man inithe ſtorie («), & the Lord ſhould « Mar, 
ſay tothce, as to him ; W13at wilt thou that 10,51. 
1 doe to thee, thy anſwere would bee 
(with reference vnto thy ſpiritual! blyd. 
| neſle) like his; Lerd that [ may recere 
fight, Tt the ſmall portion which thou 
| batt , beeprettous to thee, hkea litle 
vlimamering to a blinde man, when he is 
mthe way of turning, and thou bee dilt- 
gent with conſcience and with conftan. 
cy, to vieall g10d meanes for increafing 
ot1t; thou halt no cauſe of di{courage- 
ment; this Iiccle oyle in oy cruſe , ſhall 
feed thy ſoule,this {mall light ſhall gu! dE 
thy! feet into the w ay o! peace, T dos for 
the firſt ſort, thar might be gricued with 
£1S PoIne. 
There are another {ort may preſume 
roo farre vppon that winch tath bene 
ſaid, andthey muſt neceflstily beredu- 
ce to rerimes : Uiummation and know - 
ledge jn religion 1s a pledge of the pre- 
ſence of Gods ſpirit; may not then cue! y 
one that is en}17 2 irened/ and furniſhed 
with knowledge, aflure himſclfe that he 


is 
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is Chriſts ?Iſayno. Though euery one 
that hath recciued the ſpirit of God is 
enlightened,yert nor cuery one thatis en. 
Iighrened hath receiucd the ſpirit of God 
inthe ſenſ* wee now ſpeake of, I know 
there is a working of the ſpirixof Godin, 
allthar are-cnlightened with any truth of 
knowledge in relig on; for no man can 
ſay that Ieſms is the Lord , but by the hotly 
Ghoſt (x) ; bur yet thcre way be an en- 


: |; x 1,Cor, 
[i 12.3. 
q accompanied with that preſence of Gods 
ſpirit which brings {aluarion : Whar ſay 
weto thoſe , which ſhall ſay co Chriſtin 
| that day, Lord, Lord, hace we not prophect- 
| JMat,7. edin thyname (5) ? ſuch had enlightening: 
i 22. what ſhall we ſay to thote that fianc a- 
gainſt che'holy Ghoſt, haue not they al- 


{peake ofa poflibility ro know ad ſecrets and 
2, 1. Cor, all exowledpe,, and yet to be nothing (2)? 1' 
H 132. doubt not but there ace many exquilitely 
and exactly ſecne in the generali doc- 
rrine of diuinity, able to tcach it tor the 
good of others, able to write and preach 
for theconuincing of gaineſaiers, which 
yer ſhall have no inheritance among the 
Saints inlighr, 


lightening with knowledge, which is not _ 


{o beene enlightened ? Doth not Paul _ 


There be veko giue ſmall reftimony of | 
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any truth of ſaving grace to be inthem, 
who yet can diſcourſe at large, cloquen» 
ly & wdiciouſly rouching matters of Re. 
ligion; I confefle here isan enlightening, 
bur not {uch as isa pledge of regenerati- 
on, It is pofſible tor a Comer ro hauc a 
more blazing light rhen one of the fixed 
ſtars ; which,yec vanilherh arlaſt,and c6- 
meth tonothing : and ſoit may beethar 
{ome one, who is a meere hypocrite, and 
bur as it were the ſheath and ſhadow of a 
Chriſtian, may in ſome particularitics of 
knowledge go beyond a true Aathanael, 
and pur him downe quite,ſo that he ſhall 
be as no body in reſpe& of him ; Where- 
fore che kind of chat knowledge muſt be 
conſidered of , the enlightening where» 
with may be a comfort indeed, Now that 
knowledge, bath theſe two ſpeciall pro- 
pertics; 1, It is anexperimentall know- 
ledge;tuch a knowledgeinreligion, as a 
man is able to make good nor onely by 
proofe of Scripture {though that be ne- 
c:ary j, bur by his owne particular and 
perionall feeling: I will ſhew an example 
ortwo hercof. Firſt, P/; x 16.6, The Lord 
preſerseth the /imple , ſaith Daxid ; there is 
apoſition in diviuity, ſuch anoneas no 
doubr in the generallcruch thereof many 


| aTohn 
| 3.33» 
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an ynregenerate man is able by proofes 
and teſtimonies of Scriprures to con- 
firme, But ſee now the maine proote; I 
mean: in reſpect of a mans owne ſatisfy- 
ing : ] was m m:/crie, ſaith hee, and hee ſa- 
xed me: This is that which Chrilt caileth 
the {etting to ONES /cale that God 15 tPue 
(4), A men can bcare witneſle to the 
truth of God out of his owne feeling. A 
ſecond exxmpleis, Rom,8.,1.2. There 
is 10 condemnation to them that are m 
Chriſt Ieſus : Behold a notable point of 
religionz A man may conceiue the mea- 
ning of this fully , and prooue; it out of 
Gods word pleacitully , for the good of 
many others, and yet himſclfe come 
ſhort : Note therefore what proofe Paul 
brings1n, For the law of the ſpiru of life, 
which us in Chriſt Ieſus, hath freed mee from 
the lawe of [inne and of death: Tam well 
able to ſay this is {o indeed ; for {bleſſed 
be CGod)I my lelf have fcltit.Itis known 
comany that the word of God: {weet, 
comforrable , quickning : they know fo 
muchis reftified rhereot, and in a kinde 
of generall faith they doe belecue it: bur 
this is nothing, valeſſe a man haue felt it 
ſo, in his owne particular: The generall 
- point 
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| ag of the corruptionrof mans nature 
4 


y Adams fall i s apprehended & concei- 
ued by many;bur who is the man that is 
ready to ſtep in,out of his own expericce 
touching himſelfe;and to ſay with Pax, 


(b) 1 know that in mee, that ss inmy fl:ſþ, bRom. 
dwelieth no good thing : and therefore well 7.18, 


might Moſes ſay, The imaginations, of 
mans thoughts are onely emil! commually. 
I could thus inlarge tiis point; but it 
ſhall ſuffice ifT can make you vnderſtand 
my meaning, as I hope you doe, by that 
which I haue faid : yer to addealittle 
more lighr to ir, I will commend to your 
obſeruation one place of Pax/, Eph.1.18. 
15, Where {peaking of that knowledge 
which proceedes from ſpirituall enligh- 
rening, and ſhewiny the marrer of ir (the 
hope where to G1d callath by the preaching 
of the Gaſpell,and the ruche: of his glorious in- 
beritance in the Saints; excellent things I 
confeſſe, but yet ſuch as they who are nor 
interefled in them may concciue) heads 
ouer and aboue, this ſpecialty of experi- 
mentall knowledge , and what isthe ex- 
eeding preatueſſe of his power toward vs 
which beleene : $0 that heere is the life 
of all, when a man hath a feeling and 
ſcnſe 
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ſenſe in himſelfe of the vvorke of God, 
and of that power in renewing of his 
dead ſoule, wvhich he manifeſted in the 
raiſing vp of Chrift Jeſus, 

This then is the firſt property of (1- 
uing knowledge, itis experimentall : as 
when a man can ſay, Iknow God is re- 
conciled ro ſinners in the blood of his 
Son : for behold I ama inner , and with 
mein Chriſt he is atpeace, and theſe bee 
the evidences hcereof :1 am ſure God 
heareth prayers : for thus and 'thus haue 
I tryed him bypetition, and thus and 
thus I haue beene comforted: andſo in 
thereſt, 

The ſecond propertic of ſauing 
knowledge, itisa knowledge tending to 
praQtiſe: Ir is ſuch a light, a« is made vie 
of, for ſpirituall guidance, Many hauea 
knowledge, bur itis onely a knowing to 
know; they be l:ke ſome humerous ſcho- 
lars which will haue every booke of note 

5 thatis publiſhed, more to be able to ſay 
' they haueit, then that they may vſeit: 
The. knowledge which accompanieth 
| ſaluation, harh a further aime , T7: nes pr 
ePſal.86, thy O Lord, and I will wilkem t 
Ka wrath (3), Gine mee wnderſtanding, aud £ 
| Wi 
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will keepe thy law (d) : Come let ws geewpto | 
the mountaime of the Lord,Cc, Hee wall os mw - 4s 
vs hit wajes , and we will walke m b15 paths, ; 
(e)- £ : F e Eſa, 2.3% 
Heere is praQice and cbedience made 
to bee the purpoſe of krowledge » Ire- 
member what Pax/ſ{aid, vvhen hee was 
RNrooketo the earth, Lord what wilt thou 
that Ldoc (t);He defired ro know,that hisf 
knowing might appeare in doing:ſo that 
cow there can beno juſt matter of pre. 
ſumption gathered by this point, that il. 
lumination is a teſtim.ony of the preſence 
of Gods ſpirit,ſc,as in thoſe that ſhall be 
ſaued : for what if thou canſtralke much, 
and diſcourſe much , andreaſon wittily, 
and diſpute plauſbly , 2nd relate proofes 
lofScripture readily, yer if this ſwim one- 
ty in thy braine, and be onely a ſpecuſa- 
tive knowledge, no ſuch as thou feeleft 
vhe truth and tweet ofin thy owne ſoule, 
goſuch 2s thou makeſt vie of , for the 
huiding and ordering of thy ſelfe in an 


AQ.9.6. 


herein God hath ſetthee ;I will bring 
thee one 'vyvho for profound know- 
ledge and gifts of ytteranceand thelike 


may come to ichoole tothee, vyhoyer 
be= 


gC4-3-5 


 b1,Pet.2, of man many groſſe corrup tions, ſuch , 
| 11 as the Scripture calleth fle/bly luis G "| 
an 
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becauſe ofhis experience in the truthof - if 
that little which he knowes, and his con- 
ſcionable obedience thereunto, ſhall fir 
at table with Abraham, Iſaac and [acob, 
when thou ſhalc be called theleaſt in the 
kingdome of God. 

Andthus farreofthe firſt evidence of 
the preſence of Gods ſpiritez ſpirituall  #* 
lighr. Iperceiuve my matter ro ſwell fa- F 
ther then Ithoght; Iamnow ſenſible of 
the truth of that which S. James ſayth , . v 
Behold how great a matter a latle fire kin- \| 
aleth (g);That little iparke, which ſprang 
out of one word quench, hath increaſed | 
toagreaterflamethen I was aware of, [ | 
muf? needesproceedeon 2 little further, 
and for the perfeRing of this point, ſay 
ſamewhart of that heat alſo, by which the 
beeing of the ſpiriteof God in a mans , 
heart is vnderfiood. There are two ef. ! 
fes of the ſpitituall heate of this holy !; 
fire: 1. It conſumes, 2. It in{lames, Fire 
burnes vp,and waſts that whioh it meets : 
with, if ir be cembuftible, and ſuch as is | 
deneurabte byit:and ſo doth this ſacred | 
coale': There zre narurally in the heart 


- 
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the queſtion be how hee brings them ro 
this; 41s by ſuch vrgivgs as this;, which 
vyhcn they are vied, itpleaſeth him to 
make eftcQuall : by my care not to 
quench the Spirit, hcein mee preſerues 
his Spirit; and this carc he beginsin mee 
by working vppon my toule, by this 
charge. Thus itisplaine,that there isane- 
ceſlarie vic of ſuciz precepts, in as much 
as they bee the meanes for the bringing 
of thoſe good things to paſle in rhoſe 
that are Gods, vvhich to them and con- 
ccrning them he entends, They prooue ' 
no power in man, as mans naturaily, ei- 
ther tokeep-in the ſpirit,or to putirour, 
Catnin ſaith well :The Preacher preſſethit, 
but God worketh «t,and but by this meanes 
he will nor worke it. 

And for the fuller opening of this 
point, I adde this, that albert the being 
of Gods ſpirit in thoſe which have recei- 
ued ir cannot be quite aboliſhed, yer it is 
poſſible that it may through the neg- 


le& of obedience to this holy charge, 


bee brought ro ſuch 2 loweebbe, rhac ' 
a man himſelfe thall Rrongly bee per- 
ſwaded that it is viterlv gone in re- 
ipeR that now hee feeles no- lite nor 
D COiN- 
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comfort of it, no quickening, no vigor, 
nothing buta ſad kinde of dulneſle, in 
that meaſure, that hce ſhall ſeeme ro 
himſelfe ro bein afarre worſe caſe chen 
eucrhe was before hee knewe vyhatreli- 
gion meant, andto be cuento beginne 
all againe , atifhe had neuerraſted of a. 
ny grace of God, neuer felt any euidence 
ofhis ſpirit, This was Daxids caſe, and 

' to this wofull paſſe hee had brought 
himſelfe, by his offence , that asa man 
vtrerly depriued of all grace, he cried out 
to God, rocreateinhim a cleane heart and 

x Pſa, 51,0 renew 4 right {pri within ham (x); lo 

20 washeevtrterly ſtriprt of all inhis owne 

© conceiuing. Andindcedto be brought 
tothis, and co be thus robbed of all fee- 
ling of the comfortable fruition of Gods 
ſpirit, is acondition ſo diſmall, ſo per- 
plexed, and ſuch as will cofta man ſo 
much ſorrow, ſo many {ighes, ſo much 
renting ofthe heart, before hee can get 
our oft, that it were bertertorye ones 
ſelfe ro any maner of care & pains before 
hand for prevention, then euer to fall 
intoirt, A man that hath beene grieuouſ- 

ly ficke in body, andispretily recoue- 
red, put caſc that he were aſſured mo al- 

ett 
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beic hee ſhonld fall into a'relapſe, hee 
ſhould notwithRanding bce relieved a- 
gaine, andeſcape Death : yer bee would 
be loath to cometo thoſe weakeneſſes,to 
thoſe grieuous pangs and pulls. tothe re= 
dious and yrkelome vic of thoſe experi- 
ments of Phyſicke,whic h doe neceſſarily 
accompanic ſuch an eftate : So, whac 
thogh there be an aſſurance out of Gods 
word in the generall, that after a redu- 
cing into the ſtate of grace, there can be 
no falling backe into the ſtate of condem-< 
1:710n, and that the ſpirite once confer. 
r-d, canneuer bee taken away? yet no 
viſe Chriſhan would bee willing to a- 
de this brunt of recoverie froma ſpiri- 
-y2ll relapſe : The ſmart of ir will be 
chygand will coſta mano deare, thar 
r159gh hee be healed, yer he would giuc 
> world if he might,to eſcape it, A worin- 
ied ſhirne whocanbeare? (y) 

Theſe things were heere neceſſarily to 
bee promiſed for the clearing of this (c- 
cont dorineghat wee may conceiue of 
it aright; this isthe effeftchen : Teis the 
will of GOD , that enery man who is 
renued, called, ſanGtified by his Spirire, 
ſhould ſet to ic by all meanes, thar hee 

D 2 may 
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may continue in that gratious eſtate, 
and may neuer loſe thee ſweete com- 
fort ot th= grace of God , which hee now 
enioyerh ,but mayrather increaſe it,and 
makeitto become greater & fuller and 
moreeffectuall in himtheniris: for ſuch 
isthe nature of euery negatiue precept, 
to include the enioyning of that good, 
whichis contrarie to that euill which in 
it. is inhibited :as (Thow ſpalt not Heale) 
together yvith the reſtraint of all ſuch 
acts as may impeach a neighbours e- 
ate, it compriſeth an iniunion, of 
readinefle & forwardnes to promote his 
good : ſqhcere thou ſhalt not gaench the 
ſpirit ; both forbids the dooing of that 


which may abate the Praces of God in 


v3, and binds vs to the practiſe of what- 
locuer may increaſe the fame, 

Now for the confirmation of this doc- 
trine, [crue directly thoſe ſpeeches, Take 
heed les at any time there bee w1 any of you 
ax eurll heart aud v#faithfull, ro depart away 


from the luweing God (2). Let ws feareleft at 


any time by forſakms the promiſe of ente- 
ring intorelt, any of you ſhould ſeeme to bee 
deprined (a). Let vs be ledforward wntoper- 
feftion(b). Take heede that no man fall 4- 


way 


' bolyfaith , and keepe your ſclues m the lone , ,_ 


+ 


yeebeplucked away with the error of the wice 1, x 5 


ſelnes that you loſe not the thivgs which yee , 1 -, 
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way from the grave of God). Beware left ,Chz 


hed , and fall from your owne ſtedfaſineſſe. 
But grow ingrace, &c.(d). Looke to your 4, Pe 


haze done, but that you may recerne a full re- , , [0 
ward (ec), Eaifie your ſelnues in your moſt (Jude 


of God (f), That which you bane alreagy, gRev, 
hold faſt, &c.(g). Hold that which thou, 5 
haft,c.(h). Let hum that thinker he ſtan- 4, Char 
deth , take heed leſt bee fall (s), Let vs grow , 11, | 
vpinte full helmeſſe (6). Obſeructheplen- ; ; Cog 
ty of the Scripture heerein : all theſe pla- ,, ,, 
ces aime at the very ſamething, whichis þ , Cc 
heere required;ſome of them(as you ſee) , ,_ 
aduifing to beware how wee lee goe our 
hold,fome vrging vs to ftriue to adde fil 
as much as is pofhble coour preſent ſpi- 
rituall tore, The ſenſe of this duty made /Pſal. 
Damidtopray to be ſhielded from theſe 19.13 
guenchings , vvhich hee perceiued wy Plal 
himſelfeto be inclinable to (2); robe e- 119. 1 
ſtabliſhed (m), ſtayzdn}, and ro have hisyVer 
ſteps dweited (o), No doubt Damidheercin 117, 
diſcoucred his defire to cheriſh the ſpiri-o Verſ, 
tuall heat which hee had receiued, and 122, 
to bee gquickened in riyhteouſneſſe (p).pVe 
| D y This 40, 
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This made Pax/to bee fill preſſing for- 
ward and following hard (q) ; Hereupon 
he prouoked Timothie to ftirre vp the pift 
that warmbhim (r) , or as the word pro- 
* perly fignificth to blow or to take our of 
theaſhes the fire of grace which he had 
recciued, thar ſo the heate being infla. 
med in his owne boſome, the | Ar 
. mighrflic out abroad, forthe vyarmth 
of others allo, 

It were pot hard toenlarge thispoint: 
but Imuſtlimic my ſelf,ſeaft by ſpeaking 
too much of not quenching , I ſhouldar 
ynawares quench your attention , and 
dull you by the ouer aboundanceof that 
matter, by which my defire is ro quicken 
you: yet I hope if you ſhall but pur forth 
every man the end of his rod , and dip it 
in this little combe of hony vvhich I 
haue preſented you (like to the practice 
of Tonathan(:), you ſhall receiue a ſufhici- 
ent fight of the truth of this preſent 
dodrine. 

Whoſoeuer thou be , that haſt found 
or heereafter vpon due inquir y ſhalt find 
thy ſelfe re haue received this ſpirit of 
God, whereof hath hitherunto beenc 
ſpoken, behold here what dutie lieth vp- 


On 
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on thee; euen to beware how thou ſuffer 
that bleſſed heate to flake, which by the 
grace of God hath beene cnkindled in 
thee, Thouart the Temple of the liuing 
God, if thouart a right Chriſtian: and if 
thou wanteft this fire thou canſi neuer 
offer vnto God any pleaſing ſacrifice. 
Ohthen make much of rhat warmth of 
grace which thou haſt gotten, ſuffer not 
hat coale which the Lord hath caft into 


- | . thyboſome, todie within thee, which 


though in thy ſeeming it be buralictle 
one, yet cuen by that little one holily 
emploicd thy ſoule may liue ; blowe it, 
addeftill more and more matter toit: al- 
| beirir doe yet but ſmoake, yet it will 
breake forth inro ſuch a lame, by which 
thou ſhalt ſhine as alight heere in this 
crooked. world, and as the Sunne in the 
kingdome of thy Father (s). 1 would our 
canrinu:1ly care to preſerue theearthly 
fire, for our common houſhauld vſe, 
iaighe daily minde vs of this duty : vvhy 
Hould weenor be afraid of ſuch things 
is may quench Gods gracesin ys, and 
:0ole that feruency, the encreaſe where- 
f ſhall be our owne glory? How many 
ve there, who through theirowne ſecure 
yon 


eMatt.13 
43» 


antes wth. 
Lt MS 


54a TX 
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preſumption haue brought themſclues 
to a wofull coldnefle, yea lirtle ether 
thena meere deadnes in religion: ſome 
by diſuſe and neglect of dependance vp» 
pona powerfull Miniftery, contenting 
themſelues within a maner,any thing in 
that kind: tomeby engulfing themſciues 
too far into the world : ſome by making 
themſelnes little betrer then ſeruants vn- 
ro pleaſure: ſome by ſorting themſelucs 
with perſons of corrupt minds and nor 
dinate behauiour,- by whoſe either per- 
{wafions they haue beene ſeduced,or ex- 
ample poiſoned, or ſcoffes diſharrened: 
ſome by ſeldomneſle of fellowſhip with 
thoſe that are fincere indeede, by whom 
asironbytron (u) they might bee ſharpe. 
ned: By ſuch courſes (I tay)as theſe ima-. 
ny have caft themſelues backe as many 
degrees , as the ſhadow returned by, in 
the diall of Ahaz (x). Let enery man that 
rendereth the pood of his ovne ſoule, 
looke to himſelfe in thisvarticular, It 
ſome captious witre ſhall obicA, rhat 
the partes of my ſpeech are without Con- 
cord,fith I perſwade not to quench, and 
yet teach an impoſſibility of quenching ; 
Let him knowe that his preſuming , his ' 
aduen- 
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aduenturing to entermeddle vyith the 
means and quenehing,and tonegle& the 
helps to increaſe the heat of grace,vnder 
a pretext that the ſpirit of God cannot be 
quenched, is a ftrong enidence againſt 
him that in him the ſpirit of God 1s not ; 
no ſpirit ſave that which rulech and wor- 
keth inthe ſons of diſobedience, This is 
aſurerule, that God accompliſheth all 
his purpoſes of good to vs, by begerting 
ndeauors in vs agreeing to his purpoſes: 
Gods purpoſe of affording amee fuing 
knowledge is effected by his raifing vp 
in mea dchfire & loue of knowledge:Gods 
purpoſe of enduing mee vvith faith is 
made good by inſpiring me with aftri. 
uing diſpofition to beleeuc : Gods pur. 
pole of ſanifying me is brought to paſſe 
by working in me aconſcionable aime 
ro the duties of obedience ; Gods pur- 
pole that 1 ſha! nor f:ll,is broughtto per- 
feion by 2 care wrovghtin mee nor to 
fall : Gods purnoſe- nor to ler his ſpirit go 
on: in mee,is ftabliſhr by his framing my 
he:rc to aholytecare left Tſhould quench 
it,a conſtant laboring to auoid all means 
of quenching it, and to vie all helpes by 
which it may be hoJpen on to perfeRion; 
If theſe things be nat in thee, thou arc 
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a carnall man euery way, a ſpiricuall man 
no way, The ſpirit of God is neuer the 
author of ſuch thovghts as this ; Gods 
graces cannot beloft, the foundation of 
his eleGtion ſtands ſure, and therefore I 
may Þe bold topleaſe my ſelfe in alicen- 
tious courſe ; I need not tye my felfe to 


: ſuch ſtrait conditions of holinesz Iknow 


how euer ic fare, the ſparkle thatis in me 
cannot bee pur out : This is the Diuels 
logicke, it is he that teacheth vs to make 
ſuch gonſeguents, and to wring out ſuch 
graceleflce inferences :1Gods ſpirit teach- 
eth otherwiſe, Works owt your ſaluation 
with feare and tremblang : for God worketh 
in you , both the will and the ded { y): wpon 
the certainty of Gods yyorke in his, the 
Apoſile builds a perſwafion vnto feare, 
euen ſuch as is inadirectline of oppohi- 
tion to preſumption : The foundation of 
God remameth ſure and hath 1his ſcale, 
the Lord kaoweth who are his (z), What 
then, ſhall inne be continved in becaulce 
of this grace? Nos Lot eurry onethat cal- 
l:th on the name of the Lord depart from 
mniqniie; | can never haucaſurer teſti- 
monie to my ſoule chat the ſpirit of grace 
isin me and ſhall abide with meeto wy 
cnavs 


'. end, then this my care not to grieve that 
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pirit,, by whom 1 am ſealed vntothe day of 
redemption () » &my feareleaſtI ſhould aEph.gq, 
flake that ſpirituall heate within mee, 30, 


which God in Ieſus Chriſt hath beſtow. 


_edon me. 


Thenext thing is the ſpeciau meanes 
for the auoyding of this quenching (De- 


ſpiſe nor prophecying) the diſcouery where. 
was my chiefe aime , in chooſing this 


. Ext ; but I am prevented by the rime, 


and therefore for it I muſt re. 
maine a debtor vnrtill ſome 
othertime, 
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The ficſt Sermon. 


PX F 

Luke 22.31.32. 

31. Simn, Simon,bebold, Satan hath deſired 
Jou,towmor you as wheat. 

32+ But I hageprajedfor thee, that thy fath 
fatle not, 


LAS all other afflitions,they 
JAG are the moſt ſharpe and 
} grieuous, which proceede 
from the ſpeciall and more 
# immediate practiſe and 
endeauours of the diuel ro 
weaken, yea &rto ouerthrow the faith of 
Gods children, and to draw them from 
that ſtate of grace into the which they 
haue bene called, into thar olde conditi- 
. on of damnation and mitery,from which 
once 


on of the 
Text. 


4 Matt, 
26.31, 


\ A Cantat,and 
once by the great mercy of God they 
haue eſcaped : Of the trials of this ſort, 
that ſpeach of Chriſt co Petey, even at 
the. very point of his attachement , will 
giue iti occaſion to ipeake as much as 
ſhall be neceſſarie. 

Two thingsare hecreto bee confide- 


The dimi. red : 1, a word of admonition , Simon, 


Simon , behold, Satan hath deſir:d you, to 
WILOW you 4s Wheate, 2, A Word of com- 
fort.” But I haweprayed for thee, that ty 
Faith faile not. 

In delivering the word of admoniti- 
on, Sworn oneyl is named, but all the o- 
ther Paithfull Diſciples we intended : 
and tharefore our Sauicur ſpeaketh as of 
more then one, (hee hath deſired to winew 
yau), wherevpon Calmm in his Hormonie 
of the Goſpels,makes this ſpeecirto hold 


proportion with that/a), e411 y:x ſhad bee 


offended by mee this Neght : now Sunon was 
onely na:ned, becautc in this firſt brunt, 
which was now inſtantly to fo:lowe this 
warning, he was like to receive the grea- 
reſt foyle : there!ore ha was now {pecially 
fingled our;toattend tothis, both cauear 
& comfort, into which notwithſtanding 


all the reſt were intereſled as well ashee : 


nay 


. 


. bitlabouring to driue away , or ſift out from 
E 
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nay, we ſhallfinde yponfurcher iniquity, 
that both of theſe appertaine to the 
whole company of Gods beloued ones. 
It is their portion to be fitted by Sathan: 
andit jt their ſtay, that Chriſt Ieſus is a 
continuall ſuter for themrto his Father, 
that their faith may not faile, 

I will ipcake of chat firſt, which is firſt; 
the admonition : not handling any o- 
cher point out ofit, ſaue that which be- 


' longs to that ſpeciall matter for which I 


haue choſen it, The Doctrine is thus : 


That it u the earneſt deſire andprattiſe doctrin 


of the dinetl, to be as preiudiciall and as hbart- 
full as hee poſſibly can , onto thoſe wohnch 
haze beleened through grace. Our Sauiour 
telleth Peter heere, 2nd in b1m his other 
Diſciples,thar Sathan was (as it were)an 
importunace Pertitioner,to haue ſo much 
leaue and liberty aftoorded him, as to 
wixrmow them as Wheat : that is, exher to 
gine them as little reft , as the Corne hath 
that ir caſt into the weſſell, vuherem it is 
put that ut may be ſifted, wohich ur perpes 
twally toſſed, and hurled about from oxe/ide 
vnto another ſo long as it iithere : or ellc 
we mu{t ynderſtand by this vuinnowing, 


ive 


A Caneat and 
the children of God all grace and oodneſſe 


andtoleane in them (itu might bee) no 
thmg elſe but the courſe branne of all- cor 

tion, We muſt beware how we ſtretch 
fimilitudes too farre, Truth is,there is an 
viing of the children of Godlike wheat, 
which tendeth to their purging”, and ſo 
doth this practiſe of the diuels here ſpo- 
ken of,but not in his intent; and we muſt 
now here confider of it, not as itis a mat- 
ter ouerruled by Gods gracious proui- 
dence , vvho turnes all tothe good of 
thoſe that loue him, and makes cuen the 
enemie of their ſouies to become an in- 
ſirument of their perfe&ion; but heere 
wee are totake notice of it, as it iSin Sa- 
thans drift and aime, and ſoitisonelyto 
doe miſchiefe,and in that reſpe, to mo- 
leſt and ro diſquiet thoſe that are the 
Lords, and ifit were poſſible, to leaue 
not ſo much as a dram of taith,or a graine 
of any grace within them, 

Now, this is a matter, ſaithour Saui- 
our, vvhich the diuell js much in loue 
withall, accounting {as it were)apeece 
of his bappines ro attempr it, And albe- 


it this were ſpoken tothe Diſciples of 


Chriſt, yetir appertaines to all that be- 
long 


yy 
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long to the eleion of grace:for, though 
this enemie bee moſt ſpightfully ſerte a- 
gainſt ſome ſpeciall ones, (the prevailing 
againſt whom may be a means ts hazard 
and toendanger a great many) yet his 
malice is towards all,cuen to as many as 
are comprehended within the compaſle 
of that tearme of rhe ſeed of vvoman (b),;, Gon 
without limitation, Suchas the Diſci- , 
ples, which were ordained to be as lights = 
ſet on an hill, from which many were to 
recciue directionin the wav to life, ſhall 
be mainly leuelled at abouc others. The 
diucll knoweth, that the fall of one ſuch 
one, will weaken diuerſe, bur yet there 
ſhall none eſcape him, that hath giuen 
vp his name ynto Chriſt in {ynceritie of 
heart, And ſo much both this Text was 
written to aſſure vs of, & I ain further to 
declare by the Scripture, Jt was ſpoken 
rouching all Chriſtians generally, that 
they are ſubie&t to rhe aſſuults of the de- 
uil(c), and wreſtle not with fieſh and blood, , Eph6 
but againſt Principalities , againft Powers, , , 
and agamit the vunldly Gonernomrs, the 
Prices of the darkneſſe of this world , agamit 
ſpiritual wickedne(ſes which are wm the high 4 Verſe 
Places(d)s I 2, 
E 3 Ic 
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Te was delivered as a vvarning te all 
yl that feare GOD withour exception, that 
it behooueth them to be ſober and vyat- 
[Pet.54 ching, becauſe they bave their adverſaric 
| the Joel , voho ar @ rering Lyonwvalketh 
about , ſeeking whom he may denonre (e). It 

Sathah were not malicioufly bent a- 

gainſt all that beleeue, Paxls 1calouſic 0- 

uer the Corinthians, had beene cauſelefle, 

when hee was afraid of them, /eſt as the 

| Serpent begmiled Eue throwgh his ſubtultie, 
2.Cor, ſe their mendes ſhould be corrwpt from the 
\ 8o3s Simophicity that is in Chrifi(f). Sathan in 
| his practiſe againſt Chriſt, ſhewed his 
diſpoſitien againſt all that are by faith 
engrafted into Chriſt : he winnowed and 

fifred him with as much violence & ſub- 

tilty as be could, ſhifting from one ten- 

ration to another,to1ce it by any meanes 

he might baue corrupted him, Hee that 
encountred the head, will not fpare the 

heele : and much would hee pleaſe and 

fatisfic bimſelfe in it, as fome peece of 
areuenge vpon Chrift, if hee could but 

make ſome few droppes of his precious 

| bloud, inregard of ſome one or two of 
foh.$, his deloued ones, to be ſpilrcin vaine.Hee 


+ hath as Chrift ſaith (g), becne a murtherer 
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from the beginning : neither is his either 
name or nature yet altered. 

Hee is that great. efbadgon( b) , that 
profciſed Defiroyer : whoſe neuer cea» bReu.g 
ting practiſe, and vaintermitred indea- 11, 
vour it is,to enlarge his owne kingdome 
as much as hee may by the ſpoyle of 
ſoules, Wee can diſpoſe of our {clues no 
where, nor apply our ſcluesto any man- 
ner of imployment, wherein wee can ſay 
wee are free from his attempts, Euen in 
Paradiſehe afſayled Adam,and our Saui- 
our Chriſt nolefle in che holy Cirtie, and 
vpona pinacie of the Temple, then vp= 
on the top of a Mountaine, orinthe for- 
ſaken Wilderneſle 2 nay , the better the 
perſon is, inregardofalarge meaſure of 

{anRification: che holyer theplace is, in 
xelpeR of the yſe ro which icis deuored: 
and the more religious & ſacred the buſi. 
neſſe that is vndertaken, the more horis 
hee;and, though not idle at other times, 
yet ypon ſuch occaſions, hee exceedesin 
ſpight, andinhis helliſh Jabour to doe 
miſchicfe. 

The faſhion of PheraebYtowards the 

- Ifraclites may ſerue as a veric excellent 

type yntovs, of the diuels dealing, The 
Wt 2 cruelty 
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cruelty of Pharavbhtowards the Iſraclites 
was euer great after the time that he once 
beganne to opprefle them : but after the 
firtt motion made by Aefer,, that they 
might go to worſhip God, kistyrannny 
began to be improued, and the burdens 
he layd vpon them were heavier rhen be- 
fore:and when they were now come nce- 
reſt to that holy buſines, being departed 
from our hisland , then was hee molt of 
all enraged-: then marched hee our atter 
thera with his full firengrh, to reduce 
them againe into their former ſeruitude, 
if it had beene poſs:ble. This is Sathans 
maner:looke as any man ſhall increaſein 
odlinefſe,& in a care of approuing him- 
elf vnto God in any holy courſe: ſo doth 
he increaſe cowards himin ermity, And 
by howmuch the more one ſhal grow in- 
to fauour with God, by ſo much ſhall the 
ſpight of this Aduerſary apainſt him bee 
more bitrer,& his practiſes be both more 
frequent, & more violent toſeduce him, 
I hope Tſhalnorneed to 2dde more for 
the confirmation of this doftrine, The 
ſum is this: It appeares by his diſpoſition 
towards the Apoſtles of our Sauiour, by 
the teſtimonies of {cripture,touching his 
continu- 
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continual compaſiing the world, with an 
intent and purpoſe to deuour, by the im- 
placablenes- of his enmiry agzintt Chriſt, 
by the bloudinefle of his nature, and by 
wharſoeuer elſe is any where reported of 
him inthe booke of God; that it is the 
exceeding deſire of Sathan , to doe as 
much miſchiefe as hee can , & to procure 
as much diſquiet as hee poſſibly may, ro 
all choſe, ro whom the Lord hath youch- 
ſated this mercy,to belieuc. Let vs grow 
intoa due confideration of the vics to be 
made of this doarine, 
The firſt vſeis ,toftirre vs vp to fland Firſt vf 
continually vpon our ſpirituall gard, Iris 
the effeR of that which S. Paw! & S, Peter 
in the places before ſpecified doprefle vp 
on vs in reſpeR of chis enemy; and it was 
the reaſon of this intimation giuen heere 
tothe Diſciples by our Samiour, chat be- 
ing forewarned, they might the rather 
be forearmed. If we think our ſelues ro be 
Chriſtians indeed,we ſhould be in conti- 
nual expeRation of ſome aſſault, looking 
ſtil out, where, when,and in what manner 
this enemy vvill ſurpriſevs, A Citieor 
an armie that is bcleaguered, hath al- 
waies ſomeScouts, & eſpials,Senrinels,8 
watchers 


SL ne eo i 
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watchers by night, asit were ſo manie 
eyes {ent into ſcucrallplaces, toobſcrue 
and marke what is intended,and tro giue 
warning thereof, leaſt the reſt ſhould be 
onertaken vnawares. After the ſame ma. 
ner,we beeing ſo beſer and encompaſſed 
on the right hand,and on the left, ſome. 
times in davger to be puffed vp with teo 
much confidence, ſometimes to be pre{- 
ſed downe with deſpaire, 2nd ſo manie 
things ging occaſion ymtoSathan, to 
further rheſe his helliſh purpoſes , the 
Spiritof GOD vrgeth vs toan vninter- 
mitted watchfulnes,to be cuer,as it were 
looking zbout vs, inaſmuch as by how 
much the more {ſuddainely Sathan ſhall 
ſette ypon ys, by ſo much the greater is 
our danger, 

It was one of the charges giuen by our 
Saujour to his Diſciples, and with chem 
ro vs, That (\aith he )which 1 ſay vntoyon 
I ſay entoall, watch(s ), And indeede, 
common reaſon hath taught every wiſe 
man, to make that vic of an enemie : if 
he know that there is one living by him, 
who lookes and longs to doe him a dif. 

leaſure, and is euer waiting an occaſion 
y whichto endanger bim, he will take 
heede 
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- | little more ſecure then itwas fir, and let 
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heed to himſelfe ſo much the more, and 
double his owne care, according as the 
ſpight and malice of his Aduerſary doth 
increaſe. And ſurely, if eyrher the cer- 
eainery of the afſaulr, orthe firength of 
the enemy, or our owne imbecility, and 
weaknes,or the danger of the ouerthrow 
may perſwade vs any thing,itis very be. 
hoouefull for vs to bee exceeding pre- 
uident, 

The certainery of the triall I bane 


| ſhewed; the fircngth of the sfayling 


cannot bee ſmall: for, he is the Pronce of 


this world; fo the Scripture tearmeth kEph.2,2 


him (4), our weaknefle, though weper- 
haps feele itnot, ſuch,that weare ready 
naturally to yeeld to wharſocuer he ſhall 
endeuour to perſwade vs: the danger or 


the overthrow is nolefle thenthe vtter 


ruine ofa mans ſoule. Aliitle matcer gi. 
ueth him a great deale of aduantage: 
Ewe was but a little apart frem her hui- 
band, and ftraight this ſubtile enemie 
found herour, to aſſaulther. Noah be- 
gan but ro drinke ſomewhat more then 
ordinary, and+batinne of drunkenneſle 
did intrap him (/). Indah went abroad a 


the 


IGen, 9s 


| m Gen, 
| 38, 


A Caneat and 
the tory tell what finne hee fell into(w)+ 
Damd ſomewhat idler then his vſe, and 


Sathan caught him by and by (=). Perer- | 


# 2,SaM. ruſhed in vnaduiſedly into companie 


TI, 


that wasnotfit,and the Diuel preuayled 
and tripped him into a three-fold corde 
of a treble denial\of his Maſter, Let ® 
man bur alittle forbeare to watch ouer 
his ſoule,it cannot be deuiſed how ſoon 
Sathan will hooke him in. Hee is the 


oreat Nimrod, the graund hunter ofthe , , 


world, that makes pits & ſnares to catch 
loules. 

Here then inſt occahion may be raken 
to complaine, and euen tocry out alowde 
without ſparing (s),againft that grear ie- 
curity which doth generally poſſeſle vs 


in theſe cuill dayes. Lirtle woulda man | 


thinke,that wee are in expeRation of an 
enemie,that obſerues our ordinary fa- 
ſhion. Euery courſe which weerunne, 
euery ſpeech that falleth from vs dooth 


in a manner {auour of a kinde of be- 


nummedneſſe and fearefulneſſe, which 


is comevpon vs: farreare wee from ſo 


much as thinking vpon Sathans plots: 
little doe we flud evpon it,how heis per- 


perually ſetting ſnares; how he dothno-:! - 
thing | 


| 
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thing but range about, ſecking rv de- 


' + uour, Ipray ſuppoſe there were certaine 


intelligence broughtvs of a Wolfe come 
into rhe Country,which did eucry night 
come into menspaſture,and make ſpoile 
and hauocke of their ſheepe, What wold 
wee doe? would we neglect n? Surely no, 
Wee would by ew: ſclues,or by others, 
watch nighrafcer night, and. vntill wee 
knew for a truth thar the beaſt were 


\ * departed orſlaine, wce would neuet 


ceate, 

Wee aretolde by the ſpirite of Truth, 
which cannot lie, that Sathan is abroade 
amongſt vs; that hee jcompaſlerth the 
earthtoand fro; thatitis his conrinuall » 
buſneſſe tro catch tfoules, that if wee 
belong to Godzhe defires co winnow-& 


* fiftys, that by ene meanes or other, hee 


may preuaile againſt vs/Shal we not now 
beas watchful for our ſouls asin the caſe 
before named; we wold be for our ſheep? 
Wold we watch toſaue our flocksirs the 
wolf,& yer be aſlcep in the depthot ſecu- 
rity, whiles the diucll makes a booty of 
our ſoules? How can this be excuſed ?We 


_ would,I am verily perſ{waded,it we were - 
reaſoned with man by man, ſay it were 
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A Caueat, and 


a fault inexcuſable ſots doe: Yet how 
are we able tocleerecurſclues fromthe 


guilt of it ? Let but our own harcs ſpeake | 


how (ſeldome it cometh intoour minde3 
day after day, what a dangerous enemy 
we are beſet with, whois as full of deui. 
ces and ſhifts, as he 18 out of malice;& as 
fall ofmalice, as he is of lite, It we would 
ſpeake rhe truth as1tis. Iknow we muſt 


needs confefie, that among mill:ons of 
our thoughts, and allof them needlefſe | 


in compariſon, this dooth ſcarcely cuer 
creepeinto vs. | 
No maruaile if Sathan doe eucric 
where make ſuch hauocke and {poyle, & 
« lead fo many ſoules captiueafrer his wil: 
for what greater advantage can wegiue 
aim then ſecuritie? hee will range at his 
pleaſure, when there is no watching to 
refit, Remember we this then to bethe 
firſt vſe, which wee muſt make of this 
doGrine.Toperſwade vs to watchfulnes, 
Itis an eafie matter in words ro defiethe 
diucll,and toprofefic hatred to him,and 
to ſay,wee hope tobe armed wel enaugh 
aþainſt himzthe diuel can be wel enough 
contented Fo endure all this, ſolong as 
we faile intheprincipall : namely, har 


duty 
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duty of watching, which is neceſſary, 
A ſecond vſe is 2ptly following vpon The 2. 


+ this, For as the ynwearied defire of Sa. Vie, 


than td dor miſchiefe; ſhould provoke 
vs co watchfnlnes:fo to the end we may * 
be the mere ferward to watch & know 
the better how, and in what ſort to per- 
forme it,it is mecte we ſhould take occa- 
fion by this Text, & by the doctrine ga- 
theredfrom 1t, ro confider a lictle of rhe 


devils practiſes, 


It would requirc a great deale of time 
to lay apen all his ftraragems, neyther 
will I vogertake thar, onely I will ſpeake 
of ſome of thoſe that are the moſt _ 
nary. The pgenerall end of his courſes 
with and againſt the Elect of God, is the 
eternall-deftruction of thrir ſoules, Hee þ I»P ct, 5 
walks about ſeeking to dewonre (p) Now,as vs 


' bis end in tempring is deffruction,ſo his 


meanes for the adnancing of thar end, Is 
to draw them, ifit be poſſible, into one 
of theſe rwo wotull extremities: pre- 
fumption or deſpayre,eyther to bee o- 
vermuch confident, orelſetobee full 
ofdiftruft, Thar he labourech ro worke 
tre children of God vnto preſumption, 


|| appeares by that which Dawidconleflerh 


againſt 


F 


” 9 Pf, 30,6 
| 


| PC. Io, 


Þ 13. 


A Caneat, aud Y 7 
againſt himſelte, rouching the vaine con. F C 
fidence of his owne neart (q),and by his h 
prayer,when hc fel: him(-lte robeſo aſ-#, 
faulted, Keep: ity -r-1axt from preſumpts- | » 
our femmes (+). The prefumptions Which 


hee laboureth to draw into, are of many | y 
ſhapes: as, for a man to thinke thar for - 
ſpirituall rhings hee is in eftate goo d e. n 
nough,that his knowledge,and faich and\. q 
obedienceare as they ought; that hee f, 
may take liberty ro himſelfe ro Commit 
now and then (luch or ſuch finnes, orte + 
neglect ſuch and tiach duties of godlines : Y 
tharheis able ro endure anything for re- nj 
ligions ſake, .that his faith is ſo ftrong, F 
that ir cannot bee ſhaken, that hin:ſelfe is 4 
ſo well fenced, that noill company, or | hi 
the like ordinary occaſions of euill can | ie 
miſlead him. Theſe and thelike, be the | 5 
ordinary ſpecialties of preſumption, by | : he 
which he teecketh, as with {o many pins : _- 
and ſprings to entrap Gods children, [ | fo, 
may be bold to ſay, thathe hathlicle fee- | al 
ling and expericnce in rehgion,that doth | _ 
not at times find the truth heereot in his his 
own particular, Helpes ro further this (in | («1 
ofpreſumprion,the diuel tindes out ma» | © bo 
by : hee will cell a man of the mercy of | 


God, 
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God, which paſſeth by the weakneſſes of 


his ſeruanrs,end in them accepts the will 
* for the deed;of rhe grace of God, which 


TA | aboundsaccording as fin abounds;ofthe 
"N11 |  certenty of gods decree,touching the ſal-* 
ny" 7 | uationofhis choſen, which no fin is able 
: q ®  tomakevoid,of the fils of good men, 
| of who c6mitted great fins, & yer. were par- 

6p ' doned,of the euidences of Gods fauour , 


ſuch as health,peace;plenty,whi ch hee 
mMIt | Willmoke a man belceue hee ſhould not 
|  enioyzlfhis courſe were notpleafing vn- 
Ne>* | toGod: yea,andnn this caſe,he wil mag- 
FIC” nifieto a mans ſoule, his gifts, & the many 
52 praces which God hath beſtowed, that 
he may pride himſelfe herein, and liſt vp 
» ®F. | bimſelt inhis thoughts aboue that which 
| Ws | jsfitthe wil extenuate and leflen fin,and 
| whenitis in it own nature very hainous, 
, by | * he will yerperſwade, thatir is but {mall 
| andpetty, eucna very triflein compari- 
6 [| ſon. Variety of ſuch helpes he findes, by 
fee” | whichto puffe vp with preſnmption, to 
Jorh ; makea man careleſſe in vvatching ouer 
) his his ovvne hexrr, negligent in tying him- 
5 10. | ſelfero the fraight practiſe of godlineſle, 
M2” | boldin giving liberty and freedom ro his 
- OVYnC COITUPLIONSs 
M na 


A Cantat, and 


lovved,the ſcruants of God do meet with 
in their courſes, Well, when hee hath 
tryed his hellih skill this way, ſodainly 

*(as his faſhionis, rorunne from one cx- 
rreame to another)hee wurneth abour, & 
laboureth on the other fide to plunge n- 
to deſpayre, Heere hee laboureth toter- 
rifie and to amaze rhe conſcience ofa 
Chriſtzan, and pur cout of all hope of 
being ſaued, He prefſerh vpon him that 
hee hath no faich,that he is none of Gods 
Ele, thatheis bur an hypocrite, :hat 
there isin him no truth of repentance, 
no life of grace, no power of godlines, 
that there is no mercy for him vvith 
God,and rhat hee ſhall bee as certainly 
condemned :n keil,as if hee were alceady 
there, 


brought to conclude againſt himſclte, 


Fr Pla. 31.that Hee was caft out frm GODS 
FIELD fight (r) That there was no truth in 


| s P1316, Gods promiles(s) ; That the Lord would 


fo It, ſbew no more [amour (t), And thus many 
q of P1.77+7- deer ſcruantsiof God, arc oftE;imes grie- 


nouſly perplexed,rroubicd in ſpirit, gal- 


ledinmind,long ſeeking & laboring for 


icleaſe, 


» 
—  — - — - 
. 


Thus Damid was lifted, thus was hee |} 


das, os 
' 


Many affaulrs thus raiſed, & thus fol- . 


o 
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_ areevidences of Gods diſpleaſure a:din- 


- the iniqvitie of their youth , hee ag 
| F 


4 Corafort for Beleeer 5. a4-- 
releaſe, and finding none, condemning 
chemſelues, and pronouncirg againſt < 
chemſelues , that they are the very fire- 
brandes of hell, 2nd c#rifior bee faued; 
nay, many times they doe even die with 
ſpeeches in their mourhes which much 
ſauourof defſpaire , yea'and be broaght 

in the ſecret rudgement of God for rhe 
good of otkers ro bee their owne exe- 
cutioners, hoping thereby rofree them« 
ſelues from this miſerable perplexitic: 
nothing doe they ynderftand in religi- 

on 2s they ought, 'which know nor this. 
Now fatan is not withortt his aduantiges 

by which ro vrge this vyppon Gods chil. 
dren, Hee ſettes before them the many 
croſſes, which God hath faid vpon them, 

2]| which hee would make them belecue 


dignztion towards them. 
Thus Dansd was troublert ro ſee how 
hee was darly puniſhed and chaſtened enery 
morning : and it made him to doubt of 
himſelfe, whether hee were in the fx. 
vourof Gogorna(x), Hee layernout xPſa,73. 
before them in exz& manner their finnes x7. 14. 
paſt, and maketh rhein' (7) ro paſſeſſe ylob.1z, 
grauzres 25, 
cuery 


vo 


A Caneat,and 


every patricular wherin they haue fayled 
and laboureth to pull away from them 
euery thing by which they ſheuld ga- 
ther any hope of comfort tothemſelnes : 
hee will teale our of their memories the 
comfortable ſayings of the boly Scrip- 
ture, and continually thruft into theyr 
minds ſuch ſpeeches as are teuching 
the iuſtice and vengeance of God vpon 
the yngodly : hee will vrge againſt chem 
euery ioficmity,cuery firaying thought, 
euery wandring imagigation, cucry 1C- 
bellious and d1ſobedient motion, cuery 
colde and vnpreficable performance of 
any holy ſeruice vato God, whether pri- 
uateor publike :and hee which at one 
time would make all finnes veniall, will 
now ſtand vpon it,to ſettle a man inthis 
caſe, that euery offence of hisis vopar- 
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the memory of man, at once to deliver 
all the ſeuerall courſes which Satan v- 
ſeth by whick to ſwallow vp Gods chil- 
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donable, Itis impoſſible (I ſuppoſe) for | 


dren into deſpayre,and to bring them to 


a_ 00 ap 
— : 


Ws cunning» | 


þ# that wofull conclufion in the P/alme, |! 
| Pſa.77+8. thar chat the mercy of Godis cleane gone | 
for ener, and that his promiſe doth faile for | 
Fermere, And flrangeit is to heare how | _ 
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cunninglyhe @an teach a wounded ſoule 
to diſpute andto reaſon, and multiply 
arguments againſt it ſeife, Whoſveuert 
ſhall bee ſo happy, eycher rooblerueic 
in his own calſe,or to note it 1n others, 
whoſe grext tentativns beefſhail heare or 
behold, ſhall plainely fee the ctruerh 
heereof, hew the Divel doth winnow the 
ſeruancs of God, and ftftchem even as 
wheate, & that theyr cftate in regard of 
the malice and enmity of this aducria- 
ry,herein this world is as the fate of 


thoſe that travell by the Sea, fomerimes 


(fayth the P/alme ) they monnt vp to hea- 
wen; ſometimes they deſcend mts the deepe : 
So one while they are encountred with __ 
motions, tending to the lifting ot them 
vp with vaine preſumption, another 
while chey are aflaulced with thoughts, 


Pſal, I07, 


. ſuggeſted by tne Divellio drowne them 


in deſpayre: aud tlius (as Dania lpeakerh 
of thoſe paſſengers by Sea) their ſonles 
m-lr:th for troubles, therr cunning 1s gone , 
and they know nor for the preſent which 
way to turne themſclues for any founde 
reltefe, 

Thus for a brieſe ſuruey of the mit 


ordinary pratifes of this ſpirituall ad. k 
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* 6,10, 
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9, 


verſarie, Let mee addealittle touching 
his attendants and aſhſtants whom hee 
vſeth as his inſtruments for the promo=- 
ting and accompliſhing of his generall 
purpoſes, They aretwo ſpecially, 1.The 
world; that is rightly tezrmed the diuels 
ſorehouſe and his Armory of rentati- 
ons, Our of it hee deriveth many parti» 
culars for the endangering of Gods chil- 
dren : fromthence hee aſſaulteth them 
one While with gaine, the loue and de- 


5 
# 
| 
. * 


fire whereof «the roote of emill (b)*, and 
the luſting whereafter cauſeth an erring | 


from the fath : and how much are the 
graces 'of God even deaded andin ama- 


ner well neere quenched hereby ip many | 


that yer giue ſome hope, that they haue 


1.lohn. « ſeede remainmg in them (c)? How doe 


the cares of the world and the deceirfulneſſe 


Mat.13. of riches choake good _— in them (d) ? 


With what a colour doth the Diucl leade 
many proteſlors of religion into this 
finne ! forſooth men muſt follow their 


callings, and they muſt bee frugall and | 


prouident, and hee which is not carefull 


for his company is worſe then an Infi- 
dell : thus the encmy poyſors them with 


this bewitching euill,, and ſo carryeth | 


them . .. 


"7 © © 


BY themincoa woridof intanglements, be- 


| and here creeps in ſtealingly that which 


- Place to try Chrift withall , thinking 
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ſotting them ſo with the ſeeming ſweet- 
neſſe of the earth, rhat they canredeome 
notime for their ſoules, neither to be. 
ftowabroad, not in their families, nor 
can chearefu)] 


ligion, becauſe of this one dangerous ec» 
uill wherewith Sathan layeth continuall 
fiege vntothem, 

'-" Againe, from out of the world , hee 
ſets vponthe ſeruancs of God with plea- 
ſure & delight, oh,recreation is lawful], 
ſome ſport is neceflarie, & thele & theſe 
particulars may very well bee iuftified, 


the Apoſtle calles « lowing of pleaſure more 
then a lowing of God (e), a (pending of more 
good houres in vnprofitable delights , 2 Tir, 
thenin holy duties for God and forour wY 
ſclues, 

Then further there is another baite, 
& chat is preferment, this is a dangerous 
one , the Diuecll kept this to the laſt 


F 3 if 
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A Cantat and 
if any thing would preuayle, this wonld 
bee tr, Allthir,cSe. ani the glory theraf I wil 
gwee thee: ( f ). Oh how doc many 
men ſraine, andeuen willngly diſpenſe 
wich theyr owne conſciences,or againſt 
them rather, and (as we ſay) borrowe a 
point ortwo for reputations ſake? How 
are men broughrto ftraine and to force 
their wits to iuſtifie this or that? and all 
becauſe, theſame having ſome ſhew of 
lawfulneſfle ſet vpon it, will make an ea- 
fier way to their aduantage: yet the dir 
vel hath more weapons our of the world, 
hefindes ſubtle /c:adab ro enchant and 
toperſwade to that which is evill, cun- 
ning worke-mento coole zeale, to en« 
courage vnto liberty, to ſtay from be- 
ing too forward, and to aduiſc io a tem- 
per and moderation in rehgion : theſe 
are in{trudted how to carry the matrer 
handſcmly, and with formall reaſons 
and ſhewes of Scripture to keepe backe 
from that feruenr care that ought to bee; 
nay,the Diueli will goe neere to finde 
ſome Preachers to {er a worke in this 
buſineſſe, to withdraw from forward- 
nefle (vnder fayre pretences to beware . 
of newfoagicineth)cad to take heedof | 


being 
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- it appeares by Scripture and experience 
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being too much of the purity. 

Then further there will bee heapedin 
many diſcouragements when ene is in 
2 good way: heere is loſſe ypon loſſe in 
outward things,going backeward in the 
world, beſides little remorſe among 
friends inthe day of want : here is trou- 
ble, heere isreproach and ſcorne, heere 
is ſlaunder andill will, all manner of e- 
uill ſpoken, with ſuch thinges as theſe 


that Satan fighteth againſt Gods chil- 
dren, and allte further his general 2ime 
of eyther lulling them a ſleepe inſecu- 
rity, orſwallowing them vp inte diſcous - 
ragement. 

Now hee hath anotherayder and in- 
firament, thar is the fleſh, our owne 
in-borne corruption;Our of this ſpring 
our inceſſantly a world of euill motions 
and of ſuch lufts, as Saint Peter ſpeak- 
eth of, which doe fight againſt the Sowle 
(gs). The diuell by long obſeruatido is 
growne exceeding skiltull, and hee will 
ſoone vnderitand, what be the things to 
whick wee be moſt inclinable, and will 
worke vpon vs accordingly:and as there 
1s nocuill whereto hee ſhall ER 

uc 
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but our nature hath a proneneſs toit: (6 


hee will be ſure co aſſault ys ſo chiefly as 


hee knoweth it to ſort beſt with our na. 
tiue bent; as ,(1fa man be of nature more 
frugall and ſparing, hee will ply him 
with tentations ofprofit: if hee beeof 
an ambitious diſpofition , hee will ſerre 
himforward with hopes of honour and 
prefermenc, if cheerefull and pleaſant 
of quality, hee will afſaile him with plea- 
ſures, with company, with occaſiones 
of turning ſuch a nature into carelel- 
neſſe and vanitie: it ſad and ſolitarie,hee 
will egcounter him with trigntfull paſsi- 
ons, andlabour to drawe by feates and 
rerrours into inconuenience : if {ome- 
what affeRing faſhion and crimneſſe, bee 
will teedein that kinde too, and furniſh 
with perſwaſions to make all tolerable 
that leans that way: if choleticke and ea- 
fily prouoked, hee will finde occaſions 
therin alſo, ſuch a> ſhall quickely kindle 
2g vnculy heate : 1f one bee ſpecially in- 
clined to the applauding of himſelfe 
and toa good opinion of his owne parts 
and gifrs, the Dinell will ſer on ſuch as 
ſhall praiſe him, and ſoeth him, and ſo 
puftc him vp with folly. 

| Thus 
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Thus in a legion of particulars, hee 
aduantagerk himſclfe in this ſeruice of 
da | ffting the children of God by theye 


Ore owne fleſh,and euen thereby doth. as ir 
im | were carry them captiue oft times, that 
of they cannor doe the good which th 
tre both ſhould and would: This fleſh is 
nd afalſe traytor within vs, which cafaly 
ant lets in that euill which Sathan doth de- 
ca- fre toſertle in our ſoules : there is no 
nes | argument which the Diuell ſhall vſe, 
el- ; whetherittend to preſumprion or def. 
Vee payre,but he will make ito ſeeme in the 
Si- | -ludgement of fleſhand bloud to be cx- 
nd | ceeding reaſonable. 
1 | Here then is the ſecond viſe, The firſt. 
ee was to perſwade watchfulnefſe. The ſe- 
iſh cond to ſhewe the great neceſlity of 
ble | watchfulneſle, and eſpecially the mayne 
z particulars whcrein throu gh this enemy 
INS weare in danger, His endis miſchieuous: 
lle his meanes tothatend, are very dire, 
In- his helpes for the ſetting an edge vpon 
Ife thoſe meanes, very ſtrong: the world 
rts vvill furniſh him with many prevayling 
as motiues, whether to make vs ſecure 
lo andcareleflce, or to bring vs to bee de- 
.| - ſperate, and the fleſhe tac is in vs, 
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is falſe toys eucry way, and the Divell 
will not fayle ro make vie of both, ro the 
very vemoſ}, Cotlider now whether here 
be not iuſt cauſe of ſpiritual] watching! 
the craynes which the Diuell [ayethare 
infinite, we dee nothing, weegoe no 
where, bur Rill bec is in his courſe, like a 
wily workeman to ſeduce and fift, and 
like araging Lion to devoure, There is 
nothing out of which hee will not take 
occaion to entangle, In onr callings he 
tempts to idlenefle, rofraud, to coue- 
touſneſle, to crueley, in our catings and 
drinkings, to exceſſe, in our beeing in 
company, hee will ſecke eyther to make 
vs inftruments to hurt others, or others 
as meanes to corrupt vs, inour privacy 
he will aſſault vs with vngodly and vn- . 
profitable thaughts, in performing any 
good exerciſe,he laborerh eycher to hin- 
der vs from it, or todiftraRt vs init, in 
proſperity hee endeavours to puſfe vp, 
andinadueriitytodiſhearten, I cannot 
name all particulars, by which, and in 
which, and out of which hee draweth 
out matter of tencation, eyther ro leade 
vsinto euill, or to keepevsinenill : no 
placeis free, no calling is prouiledged, 

| no 
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no degree, no age isexempred, His ma- 
lice isendlefſe, his policies are'dayly mul- 
tiplyed,his deuiſcs and leights are with- 
out number, 


A third vſeyetremayneth : My firſt The 3.vl 


vic was, to prouoke te watch: my ſecond 
to declare in what particulars wee are in 
danger: now the third ſhall beetodire& 
how to watch, Wereade (6b) that there 


is acertaine armour to bee put on, when LEpb, & 
wee addrefſe our fclues to this Watch« ; xx q, 


ing ſeruice, and that is a thing which 
muſt bee even in reaſon, For what is a 
watchman without a weapea? well may 
hee diſcry and diſcouer the enemy, bur 
hee cannot withſtand him. It ſhallnorbe 
vnproficable,nor vofitting to _ ſom- 
what touching the armour to be vſed, as 
it is ſer downein the particulars by Saint 
Paxl; He calleth it the armour of God : 
whereas hee callerh it armour, the word 
muſt not be raken literally or groſſely, 
butin aſpirituallſenſe, according asitis 
a ſpiritua)l enemy which we haue to doe 
with. Icis called Godsyarmour, be- 
tauſe it is bee by whem we muſthope 
to bee furniſhed therewithz our of his 
armory onely we muft ſccke ſupply.The 
Partle 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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particulars are deſcribedinhis word, & 
the manner of putting it on, and of y- 
fingir, is there onely to bee ſought, The 
ſpecialties and ſcuerall parcels of it are 
ſer downeinorder: [will mime chem 8& 
openthemina word. 

1 Girdleof Trath, which is fincerity 
of heart, whena mans heart and ſoule 
is ſer and bent in the ſingleneſſe thereof 
topleaſe Godin all chat is required, Ic is 
afruitof the Spirite which ought to 3c- 
company a mans whole conuerſation, 
thar ſo hee may bee found without fraud 
and without hypocrifie, both towardcs 
God and rowards men; It requires that 
a man ſhould not bee Lratiti of reli. 
gion,in ſhew onely and in pretenſe, bur 
in deed,and in truth, being ſuch an //- 
rachte in deed in whom there is no guile, 
Hethat is bur an hollow Chriſtian, for- 
mall onely,and withont, che Diuell will 
ſoon preuayle againſt him; but he which 
laboureth to proue himſelte to be ſuch 
an one indeed as hee would ſeeme to be 
by word and ſhew, he is ſure co ſtand faft 
in the euill day. 7 

2 The breaft plate of Righteouſner, that 
is holines and vrablamcablenes of coa- 
uerſatioa 
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47 
nerſation: iuſtly tcarmed a Breaf7-plates 
becauſe it beares amian out ogainſithe 
flaunders ard falſe irputations of wic- 
kedmen. This makes a man bolde « 
8 Lyen(:),ard not toregard the biting s Pro, 4 
tongues of euill ſpeakers: es [eb knew-1, 
ing his owne innocency, profefied not 
to regarde it though an adverſary 
ſhould write againſihim, evena whole 
booke of accuſations(&). This gave Da» 
wdcomfort in the middefit of troubles, kTob 
that he could appeale ynto God, inhis ,_ 5 
vprightneſle, reſpectively ro the thinges 35+ 
wherewith men charged him(d). Oh, /P(.26.1 
wherea mans heart isſet to walke with | 
God inallthe wayes of ightecuſneſſe,he | 
yot willingly pleaſing himfelfe 10 any | 
known wicke dnes, how ſhell Satan van- | 
quiſh him,w hat reſolutcs ſhall ke have | 
and what comfort in his fuule, when hee 
laboureth ro diſmay him? 

3+Shooes ſhed wih the preparationofthe 
Goſpell of peace,thatis,oflu ance of accep+ 
tation & peace with God ithiough Teſus 
Chriſt,according to that boly dofrine 
which isreuealed to vs in the Geſpel], 
He that hath attayned to this, is ke one 
ready to take aiorney, andisfirttetogo 
through 


I Cantat,er 


tuall enemics, knowing thar God who is 


through his pilgrimage amid all ſp3rj- | | 
at peace with bim, will bze his guideand _! ® 
deliuerer from themall., #$- 
4+ Shreldof faith, that is 8 firme per- | G 
ſwaſion of the accompliſhment of all | Y 
Gods mercifull promiſes; 'in his forne {| : 


for our good, This beares backe all che 
fiery darts of the Diuell; as, carnall con- 
fidence,preſumption, ſecurity, infideli- 
» 1. Toh, fy, diſtruft, deſpayre.This is viQtory a- 
oainſt them all (7), 

5*e The Helmet of Saluation (nu): A 
conſtant defire and expeRation of that 
ecernall happinefſe which God hath 
promiſed, ThisYuſtaines, and beares vp 
che heart againſt chat fainting , which 
might otherwiſe diſmay it, becauſe' of 
the deferrimg of Godg-promiſes, 

6, The Sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God. This wounds Satan , 
and curs in ſunder the knottes of thoſe 
ſundry tentations, by the which hee ſce- 
| kethtocatangle, This difcouereth and 
Mat.4, bewrayeth oll his policies, with this 
{word;our Sauior foyled this enemy (9) , 
oppohng that which was written vntg 
whatſocucr hee ſovght to enſnare higs 
wits, 


< 
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-with. And- this eſpechlly a Chriſtian 
muſt ſeeke tobe accompliſbr with. There 
isno reaſon which Satan ſhall vſe,wher- 
by __— to draw vnto preſuming,or to 
worke to diſmayednes, but bytheScrip- 
rure the weaknes and inualidity there- 
of ſhall ſoone appeare, What colourable 
reaton ſoeucr ſhall bee vied to periwade 
preſumption & ſecurity, that one ſpeech 
of Salomon, is enough againftit. Bleſſed 


ks the man that fearath alway (p. : Or of pPro.28, 
| Panl (9), Worke out your ſaluation mth 14- 
feare and trembling. And whatſocuer on 9 Phi.2, 
the other ſide ſhal beproduced andpreſ- 12. 


ſed tothe beating down of the ſoule vn- 
to deſpayre, cuen this ſhall bee ſufficient 
to repell it; Chriſt dyed to ſave enen 
thechiefe of ſimmers(r): much more ſhal 


a mant bee tenced, that laborethroftoce 3, Tim.x 
himſelfe with that plenty which the 15, 


Scripture yeelds: which heere orthere 
hath ſomwhat, ro meet fully and dire&t- 
ly with euery particular perſwafion, 
with which hee (hal labour ro corrupt. 
Lictle are men aware, what aduantage - 
they giue vntothe Divell by their igno- 
rance and rawneſle in the Scripture, Hovw 
ifTr poſſible ,burt that heeſhall caſily pre» 
uayle 


Fomet,and 


vayle, when hee findes vs withour this 
weapon ?which as I haue ſhewed, Chriſt 
eſpecially made vie of in his grapling 
with him in the wildernefle. 

7. Prajer: This is it, which brings a 
bleſſing vpon all the reſt, and enableth 
vs through Gods mercy, to the comfor- 

table vſe of all che former, ; 

' Thisthen is that which is called the 
Armonr of Ged, & thus muft cuery Chri- 
tian Jabour to furniſh 8nd co prepare 
himſcleagainſt che Diuell, Firft, ter him 
looke t@ it that his hearc bee vpright,and 
that hee befree from halting in matrers 
that concerne his ſoule, Secondly, let 
him care to bee outwardly fenced with 
an holy life, making conſcicnc- to walke 
in all the wayes of righteouſneſſe in the 
ſight of God, Thirdly, let him labour 
to bee ſhod with an aſſurance of peace 
with God, through the,Goſpell, Fourth= 
ly,in his left hand, lethim ger the ſhietde 
of faith, tedfaſtiy ſtriuing to apprehend 
and roapply Gods promiſes, Fittly, in 
hisright hand, lethim carry the worde 
of GOD for a ſword, Sixtly, on his 
head let him weare the helmer of ſalua- 


tion, inthe patient expetation of the |. 
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glory to bc ſhewed hereafter. Laſily,ler 


himioyne to all,feruency- of prayer, by 
which ail thercit may bee made effetu- 
all, | 

Thus Ihaticina few words opened a 
large matter, which yet to thoſe tharare 
carctullmay bee {ufficient, it to this now 
ſpoken they thall 16yne che helpe of pri- 
vate meditation; Now,this ar:nour thus 
deſctibed,ts to be pur on,and worn con- 
tinually,wee cuer coulidering our felues 
how and in whar manner wee haue the 
feeling and the vie thereot, With this we 
ſhould lve down, with this we ſhould riſe 
vp, and care ther cucry day;and inal vla- 
ces, and wihutlocuer we goe about, wee 
may haue it With ys, 2s farre 25 its poſ- 
fible. For, 1s the yvartch mutt nencr be 
giucn ouery {o this armour appertayning 
thereunto, mult never be put of, 

Heere pow I could rake occafina ro 
ſhew how yofit we be generally rograp- 
ple with S3than, how vnable to make 8- 
ny comfort{ble reliftance in'the day of 
eriall, 1 am perſwaded, the greateſt pare 
arcſo fair trom being thus armed, as 
hath been fayd, that they muſt needs c6- 
feficitro bec a thing which heererofore- 

; thev 


ACantit and 
chey haue ſcarcely thought vpon. This 

mateer is euen a myſterie vnto many;and 

they will(hearing of it)go neerto anſwer 
| 1  asthey (5), Fe hane not beard whether there 

AG19 ,. holy Ghoſt, or zo. Thisis mens la- 

y mentable ignorance in things which 

| concern their ſoules, Befides,it we grow 

into an inquirie for particulars, how rare 
fhal we find Gnceritic of heart, holineſſe 
of conuecrſation,feer ſhod with che right 
vnderſtanding of the Goſpell of peace, 
the ſhield of faith, to witte, the ſound 
knowledge, together with the comfor. 
table &liuclie apprehenſi6 of Gods pro- 
miſes, a longing and ſetled expeRation 
of the futurc happines, __ 

Where is the ſword of the Spiricywhen 
Gods wordis by many fo litcle looked 
into,2nd ſo many be as grear ſtrangers in 
it,as the children yet vnborne? Whereis 
feruency of prayer, when there is ſuch 
ſmall feeling of our wants,and ſuch (len- 
der vnderftanding of the promiſes of 
Godto heare onr ſuites? No marvell if 
Sathan play Rex as himſelfe liſteth, Hee 
is cunning, and we ſimple, hee firong, 
wee weake, hee ſubtle, wee ſecure, 
hee furniſhed to make yatrictie of af- 
ſaulrs, 


| 


| 
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ſaulrs, wee vtrerly naked, without a* 
nypecce (ir is much to bee feared) of 
the Armour of GOD. If wee had one 
parcell thereof, vyce had all, if wee be 
without any one, wee hane none atall, 
Lec vs pray vnto GOD to blefle our 
inemories, that we2 may beare away 
theſe particulars, to bleſle, our medita« 
tions, that wee may righrly and profita* 
blie digcſt them, and ro three vppe and 
blefle our care, - that wee may diligently 
practiſe this dutic of ſeeking and labo= 
ring to put vpon vs the Armour of 
GOD : ſo ſhall Sathan be yaaquiſhed, 
our ſelues comforted,and God glotified 
by our trials, 

Thus haue Icnded this parte, which 
I tearmed a vvord of vvarninp, We fee 
wee are beſer with a dangerous and an 
vnplacable enemy: the more religious 
we be, & the more increating in the gra- 
ces of God,the more 2gainſt vs is his m3- 
lice, Herehence wee haue beenex!.orted 
to watchfulncſſ-, wee cannot Hee ron 
vigilant toſtand vpon our guard againſt 
ſuch an Aduerſaiy. To quicken vs 
heereto ſomewhat the more, wee h2zue 
beene ſhewed his courſe, and made 
G 3 acquain* 


A Caneat and - 
acquainted with che generality of his 
praiſes, that we may ſee there is no time 
or placefor carelcſnefle, And now laftly, 


becauſe to watch vnarmed were vaine, -, |: 


wee haue beene taught what armour we 
muſtput on; which becing taken to vs, 
and kept vpon vs, it is poſhble for vs 
to bee toyled, but we fhal neuer be van- 
quiſhed; nay,in the eno,we ſhal be more 
then conquerors, and the God ofpeace 
ſhall cread Satan vnder our feete, And 
his winnowing,though it were intended 
on his parc, to diftuiniſh vs of all grace, 
yet ſhal be ſo blefled of Cod ynto vs, that 
thereby his graces in vs ſhall be broghr 
vnto more periection. 


” ! 
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fayle not , The wordes neede no'preat 


- |, forthe nor fayling whereof Chriſt hack 


THE SECOND 


Sermon. 


But 1 hawe prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fayle not. 


SF the word of Admoniti- 
$ on hath been ſpoken thus 
farre, The word of Cem- 
W /D tort followeth now next 
Ad to bee enquired into: Bute 
[ haue prayed that thy faith 


opening: In handling the doQtrine ſprin= 
ging from them, I hope ro make all as 
plaine 15 ſhall be neceſſary, 

The Do&rineis thus: That ollthe | 
prattiies and endenours of Sathan , are The ſe- 
wt able to onerthrow the faith of Gods cond do 
choſen. This point of holy do@rine, I arine 0 
thus colle& out of this Texts Thar faith *®* Tex 


prayed, the ſame, the divell can neuer be 
G3 able 


! 


29, 


'Þ Tob,r 1 
42, 


A Cautat, and 
able to overthrow: but for the not fay- 
ling of the faith of all Gods choſen, 
Chriſt hath prayed; therefore the diuell 
doe what hee can, ſhall neuer be able to 
ouerthrow it. The firſt part of this rea- 
ſon ſtands vpon this, That which GOD 
will vphold, Sathan cannot vanquiſh,for 


x Toh, 10, Hee 'r preater then all(s ): but chat faith 


tor the nor fayling whereot Chrift pray- 
eth, GOD will vphold, Ir is vnpol«ible 
that theprayer of Chriſt ſhould bee in 
yaine, his requeſts cannot bur ipeed, / 


knewe, (ayth our Saviour, direting his - 


ſpeech vato God the Father, that thou 
beareft mee alwayes (6) : (othat thus farr? 


3 Iperſwade ray felt there can be nodoubr, 


Itir may bee once prooued, that Chriſt 
hath prayed for the faith of all Gods E- 
lect, thatit may not fayle; then I am af. 
ſured the reſt wil be yeelded vntogname- 
ly, that all the power of hell cannot oucr- 
throw 1r, 

So that therein, thac becing the ſe- 
cond branch of my reaſon, Jam to be. 
Rowe ſome paines to make it cleerc,be- 
cauſe rouchirg it, there may bee ome 


queſtion,in as much as both the wordes |. 


of Chriſt, as may ſceme, arc onely to 
Peter, 
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Porey, thar his faith is prayed for thatie 
may not fayle: and the Papiſts alſo do 
labour by all meanes to make them pe. 
culiar to Peter, and from thence torayſe 
rhe doctrine of Peters ſupremacy, and 
chiefery ouer thereſtz Becauſe in the 
common danger ef all, ſay they, Chriſt 
doth ſtrengthen Perey onely : and with 
al!, by this they ſeeke to eſtabliſh an 
impoſſibility for the Pope, toerre in of- 
fice, whom they ſuppoſe to bee the ſuc- 
ceflor -of Saint Peter, and to bee with 
him interefſed heere in a Priuiledge of 
not failing in any thing, which by verrue 
of his office hee ſhall performe, There» 
fore I will ſhew, chat wharſocuer Chriſt 
did heere beg for Peter, by name, the 
ſame hedidrequeſt for all che faithfull, 
To make that firme, this may bee a ſufh- 
cient reaſon, That which Chriſt asked 
for all his Faithfull diſciples, the ſame did 
he crave of God for al crue Belecuers; bur 
looke what he craued here for Petey, the 
ſame did heeintreace for all his faithfull 
diſciples, therefore hee craued italfo for 
all crue belceuers, 

The firft limme of this reaſon, is con- 
firmed by that ſpeech of our Saviour, 
when 


« ©, 


A Caneat, and 


when hee ſaych plaincly, That the goed 
things which hee asked of GOD for his 
Diſciples,he asked ofbim not for them 


-lob, 17. alone, bur forall them, vyhich ſhoulde 


th rough the vvorld behenein bir through 
their preaching (c), lf then Chriſt prayed 
for all bis ele& Diſciples, that their faich 
might not tayle, hee ponyen the fame for 
all Belceuers, 

Welil,how ſhall it arpeare that Chriſt 
meant as much to all his faithfull Diſci- 
ples,as hee did neere to Peter? Firft, It 1s 
apparant heere, that Chriſt gave vvar- 
ning of a danger by Sathan, to them all, 
ro thereſt as well as ro Peter, Heehath 
qeſired you, Blow can any man thinke, 
conhdering the great loueof Chriſt to 
his Diſciples,that hee would putal of th© 
infeare, in regard of the divels pratites, 
& nor alſo pur chem ail in hart, by a word 
of aſſurance, touching the perpetuiry of 
their faith, The danger is torerold ro al, 
bur the comfort reſtrained to Perer,vvhat 
{enſe is this? 

Secondly, if wee examine that praier 
of Chriſt, which hee made the night be- 
fore his ſoferi ings, and in which it is 
out of all queſtion all the reft had equal 
intereſt 


a -——_ ws ww + =, A - «© us DA X_i as 


a Comfort,for Beleevers, 53 
intereſt vvith Petey, vve ſhall finde that 
our Saujour in itgid ſenſe, rbough notin 
vvords made the tame ſutefor them all, 
that hee did for Peterheere, For what o- 
cherthing is intended then their perſc- 
uerance to the end,jin thoſe particular re- 
queſts; That rhe Lord would keepe them 
in his nane({d) : That hee would ſanitifie 
them with bis truth( e )? Theſe arealone 1701, 17 
in effect with that heere of the not fay. ,,_ 
ling of faith: For he whom God keeps in , yer. 19] 
his name,and ſandtifieth with his Truth, 
the ſame faith cannot be ouerthrowne, | 
Yea, bur willir be ſayde,It thisprayer 
of Chriſt were not peculiar to Peter,why 
is it delivered in ſuch a ſort, with ſuch 
words of reſtraint, Simon, Simeon? Will 
you haue the reaſon in a word? Chriſt 
fore-ſaw at this time, that Petey was to 
fin more then the reſt, & ſoro be ip grea® 
ter hazard then thereſt; and therefore 
would need a more ſpec1all {uccour then 
thereſt. As then a good Father, having 
care of all his children,if neſce ſome one 
diſtreſſed above the reſt, will tender and 
cheere vp tim more ſpecially : Or as a 
Phyfitian wiſhing good ro the whole 


body, yet applycth his phyficke princi- 


pally 


A Caneat and 
pally tothe parts ill affected : ſo Chrifl, 
though his reſpects were toall, yerinaſ- 
much as Peters caſe was like to bee ftich, 
as would moſt need comforr, . therefote 
be applied the comfortable ſalue ofGods 
afſured favour, to his griefe eſpecially, 
And therefore it is well nored againſt the 
Papiſts, which thinke this place to be ſo 
fingular for Peters ſupremacy, that Ste- 
pleton layth, It is impoſſible ro ſhifrir off 
with any colour of cauills that theſe 
words doe notproue Petey to haue been 
in any greater dignity then the reſt, one - 
ly they (hewiitro bee true, that hee way 
in greater danger. 

I wil not ſpend time now in canuaſing 
this point about Pererr head-ſhip, or in 
the derivation thereof, if any ſuch were, 
from himro his ſuppoſed Succeſſors the 
Romane Biſhops, 1 haue choſen this rext 
for another end, then the debatement of 
that matrer, This onely Ifay ina worde 
with learned Fake, in his Confutation 


ofthe Rhewiffs nores, that all the Lo- | 


gicke in the world, can neuer proone 
hence the Popes ſupremacie, or any 
ſuch priviledge of net erring, as is pre- 
tended.Papilts themſelues acknowledge 
thae 
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thata Pope may faile asa man,& be with 
out faith, & ſo be damned; bur forſooth 
in office cannot asa Pope : whereas this 
ipeech of Chriit was more ſpecially tou- 
ching Peters,not fayling as a particular 
Chriftian, then es an Apoſtle, Forhee 
doth not ſo much vndcritand heere by 
faith,the do&rine of faith, as who would 
lay, that Perer in matrer of teaching 
ſhould not erre; but here eſpecially was 
intended, that faith by which Peter was 
engraffed into the myſticall body of 
Chriſt Ieſus, which we call aſauing faith, 
arenuing ora regenerating faith : and 
Chriſt meane,that though Satan ſhould 
endeuour co fift out all goodnes fr6 him, 
yet he ſhold cotinuein the tare of grace 
& ſaluation totheend. So that this can 
make nothing at all fer their purpoſe , 
which acknowledge that a Pope may be 
areprobate,or an heretique, which yer 
Chriſt heere promiſed could never bee 


true couching Peter. 


Thus haue I laboured to remoue all 
lers, which mighc hinder in ſhewthe rai- 
fing of rhis doctrine from this Text, The 
rruthis, there is no more reaſon why this 
ſpeech thus direted ro Peter, _—_ - 

c 


A Caneat,and 


A_— 5 held peculiar to him, then that which 
| GOD ſaydeto [ofa (f), [ will not fayle 
| thee, ſhould bee appropriated to him a= 
| lone; which yer notwirn{tanding the m 
, 2 pofile app: tycth ro all Chriftians (g). 
| the Apottle might embolden ail the 
Rians ro lzy hol-le vpen that ſpecehgwhy 
ſhould itnor be lawful to -pply this to a= 

ny child of God, whom Sathan defi.erh 
to fift,and to thake as hez dil Peter, Be of 
good comfort, Chrift hath prayed for thee 
that thy faith fayle not ? 

Iris ordin:ry to apply common com- 
forts ro ſome particular perſons, as occa- 
fon is, which application to particulars 
ſhall not ler, but that the naatrer ſo appli- 
ed, belongeth of right to more then to 
thoſe, to whom for thepreſent it is ap- 
plycd, When Chrift applyed the doc- 
trine of forgineneſle of finnes,to the man 
ficke of the'Palley, Sore, thy ſonnes are 
E Mat.5.2 ſorginen thee(h ): (hall that preindice the 
liberty that is for every Belecuer, tolay 
hold ypon the doctrine of the remiflion 
of fines for his ſpeciall comfort ? 

Thus fill T hope, it appeareth more 
and more, to be rightly colleKed hence, 
That the faith of all true Beleeners ur wn- 
Han- 
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wanguilt able. Chriſt hath prayed for all 


tis, that the:r fajeh may nor tayle ; never 
was he denied by his Father any ſure, I 
have been the more diligent in iuftifying 
this place to be the ground of this Joc- 
rrine, becauſe as ic is abuſed by Papiſts, 

and ingrofled by them tor Peter onely, 
and his imaginaric ſucceflors;toitthis be 
cleared once, ro be the dotrine of chele 
words,as I hope now it is, 1t ray feruc in 
ſtead of many prooftes, confidering the 
plaineneſie atir, and thatir ſpeakes(as it 
were; directly to the hart and ſoule ot e- 
very trucand ſound Belecuer : Sath.» wilt 


ſecke thee to winnow thee, but 1 haxe prayed 


that thyf ath taye xo0t, E 

Now next, though his pl: ce mighe 
be tvfhcient, yer becauſe the harmony 
and Concent of the Scripture, cannot bur 
be very contentinog 1! 83P.OHMe {0 excee- 
dingly comfortable as this 1s,therefore | 
will acioyne lomwhat there. this then 
istte eftect of that whichl will labourto 
make plaine, Thatit a man bee once 
through the mercie of God become a 


P 


True Beleeuer, a man enducd with thar sr1,Tim,x 


faith which the Apoſtles call vwf.uned (3), 5. 


andinanother place, The fauth of Gods kTit. 1,1 


Fled(k ), 


A Caxeat,aud 


Ele (h), ſifted by ſatan hee may be yan- 
quiſhed hee can never bee, his perſeue- 
rance js certaine,his eſtate and condition 
is ynalterable, I may well pur herein the 
front of this proofe, that promiſe of God 
made of oJde vnto his people,{wilmake 
an enerlafting conenant with them, that / 
will neuer turne away from them, to do them 
good, buy I willput my feare m their hearts , 
{Ier.z2, that they fhallnit depart from we (1), Vp- 
:40. on which words,thar gloſſe of Auflens 18 
Debovs excellent: What is this, ſayth he,bur as 
| perſexer, if God had ſayde, The fears of me which 
- | 

{ £4p.3 I fha!lpur into their hearts ſhall be ſuch 
& ſo great, rhat they ſhall adhere, and 
cleaue cloſe ro me, euen to the end, This 
is a notable place,to ſhew that God will 
not ſuffer thoſe euer to dechne from him 
whom itharh once pleaſed him truly to 
conuert ynto him, : 

How doth the Scripture abound with 
ſpeeches, directly tefiifying the per ſeue- 
þ ranee of the faithfully They which truft 
{nn Plo12g inthe Lord, ſhall bee as mount $10n, which 
{Bs cannot bee remoned, Cc. (m), They are 
| »loh, 10, ſheepe,which none can placke ont of the handes 


are as ahonſe, which no flormes or wane! 
can 


28, of ney Father, ſayth ovr Saviour (»), They | 


'* are kept by the powey of God, through faith *4* 


| hand (#). 4 4 1,Cor, 


| thatgift of faith, which he hath once be- & Luk. $, 
. owed, whereupon the graces of God, 18+ 
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can onerthraw ( o), Cheſen oner, whome 
it is impoſkible to ſeduce (p): They 


. 
: 


oMat, 7 *' 


4 
-# 


wnto ſaluation (q), They are reſerned vn p Mat. 24+ | 
to Jeſus Chriſt(r), They are ſealed by the _— 

boly Spwit of God wnto the day of redempri- 1 * et.1. 
on (s), They ſhall not bee terupted abone 4 p 
that they are able to beare('t), Though they re = I, 
fall, they ſhall not bee erly caft downe: 5EPN.4. 
for the Lorde wpholdeth them with bis 30. 


Do nor theſe things abundzntly prove 4 _ 3. 
theperſcuerance. of belecuers > Which wPL37 
way, ſhold the Elect ef God be deprived ?#* 
of their faith? God wil not withdraw it , 
for with his there 1s mn» ſhadow of turning 
(x), The mercy wherewith he hath com- 
paſsion on his clect, r emrr/afting (9): ſo | 
is his /owe (=). Thoſe gi ts of his which x Iam, 2, 
accompany 8n effectuall calling, are 17+ 
without repentarce (a): that is, they bee 7 Fla. 54» 
ſuch, of the conferring whereof, GOD 8. 
neuer repenteth :; nay, hee rather aides - !Er. 3» 
more grace tohis childreu, then rakes 3. 
ought from rhem (6), aRo. 11, 

Wel,as God hirmſelfe wil not withdraw 25+ 


which 


A Caucat, and 


which concerne faluation,are fayd to bz 
iike 4 lining water, that can neuer bee 


' e Toh.4.14 tinguiſh ir. He will:ndeed endeuour it, 
| as was ſhewed inthe former Sermon, bur 
| | his power is abridged : Greater is he that 
| d1.lJoh, 151nyou, then hee that is in the worl4(a). 
| 4.4- Neyther can the corruption of GODS 
| children be able ro pur our the light of 
faith which is in them. Nothing foal [c- 
parate from the lowe of God, which 8s wn 
| Chriſt Ieſusaxr Lord( e), The children of 
Liens. GOD are taught to pray to bee de/iwe- 
j; 39. aflaylethem, yer it may not conquere 
them, 

Why is this athed of GGD, if he bee not 
both able and willing to beſtowe 1? If 
©  _G OD will deliver bis children from 
1 p euill; it hee will confirme, ftrengthen, and 

[f1,Per.s. | EGrbew (fy, and performe the goed 
| Phat p worke which hee bath begunne mthem( og ), 
[£011.64 wean itbethat they ſhould loſe their 
| * - faith? Jknownot any one point wher- 
inthe Scripture is more plentifull chen 
in this, Variety ofprootfe I haue alreadie 
alleaged:if it were neceſlary,much more 
might calily be produced, 


- 
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drawne drie (c),fo the Diucll cannat ex. + 


red from exi{[: that is, that euill though ir 


Thus | 
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Thus in a werde : It is the marke of 
hypocrites,that they behrwe but for a while 5 Luk. 
(#). It muſt needs then bee the portion , | 
of thoſe that belecue azight, that cheir _ | 
faith isperpetuall, The wicked indeede 
paſſeth as rhe whirlewmde, and is no move * 
but the righteous 6s an enerlafting foun dea- 
tiow (1), 

wo, itis, that if the children of God #Pro, 30 
ftoode vppon their owne perſonall 25+ 
ſtrength, their perſcucrance might yery 
well bee doubted of: but they are i2gra/- | 
fedints Chriſt, (k), and ſo as the Apo. kRo.6,y, 
file ſpeaketh vpon another occaſion, he | 
roote bearath them, and not they theroor(l): Rory, 
thei ſaſuation Cependeth not on them- ,g, | 
ſelues, butitis bx:lte wpon that foundati- | 

on of the Lora which remayneth ſure (m), m3, Tim, 
They which are plamed in the beuſcofthe y 1g, {| 
Lord fleariſh mthe Courts of owr God, and yÞ\, 92, 
bring forth fruut mm they +ge (n). Other 3.t4 | 
branches may bee pulled away from © 
their ſtockes,eyther by violence of wind 

or force of mans hand, or art laſt conſu- 

med by lengrhof time - Wich them thac 

are in Chriſt, it canner be ſo, they keepe 

not hioz,but arekeprbyhim: and from 
this 


/ 


: 


A Caneat, and 


rhis ftablenefſe, which is in him, pro- 
ceedes their firmeneſle. / change not, 
ſfayeth the Lord, and this is the reaſon, 


# med (o). How confidently dooth Saint 
IMal.3.6 Pal fpeake touching his perſeuerance 
"p)2 I know whome | haue heleencd,and ! 
gRom. 8. ,m» perſwaded that be is ablets keepe, that 
hi which [hane committed,to him againſt t bat 
; 2, [im, day (q ), The Lord will delmer mee 
| .l12. from enery euill workoy and will preſerne 
T2. Tim. memo his heawenty 'kingdome ( 1), Shall 
418. wee make Parnls calc herein to bee fin- 
| eular, and ti:ink this may be true of him, 
but yet not rhe portion of cuery true 
belecuer* Why ? Faith is in all the E- 
Ict of God, of the fame common na- 
ture: andifit bee the nature of the 
faith of one bcleeuer, to ſccure him for 
the time to come, 1t 15 1n the natureof 
cuery one that Hoth faith alſo; and what 
comfortwereittovs, to heare of Panles 
Nuance of his perſeuerance, if it bee 
tvght vs, that wee wut ſtill bee doubt» 
full in that behalfe? Wee may admire 
t Pans happinefle; but with ſmall con- 
tent, when wee are put out of all hope 
ro 


that yen ſonnes of Jacob are not conſ#-. 


- 


 Proofe, 
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to partake with him therein. - 
Pant (+) as he ſpeakes with ſuch con. ® . 
fidence touching his furureeftate,reſol- 
uving ypon it, that nothing ſhould bee 
able to defeate him of that happines hee 
wayted for: ſo injthe beginning of 
that diſcourſe hee propounds a gene- 
rall doQtrine, which concerges all which 
are in Chrift Ieſus: touching whome 
this hee deliuereth, that to them there is 
0 darmation; now hee prooves this by 
his owne example at large, &c. (t): :Ver,z, 
Whereupon I interre, that whatſocuer &, 
Paxlreporteth there of himſelfe is not 
ftngular, that is, ſuch as wherein ordina- 
ry belecuers are not interefled with him; 
for then to what end is his experience 
and example brought in as a proofe for 
a doftrine which concernes all? Cer- 
taincly, it is the contition and ſtate of 
allrrue beleeuers, that nexther height nor 
depth, mor any other creatmreg can (eparate 
them from the lone of God, which is in 
Chriſt Teſws our Lord(# j, But 1 tay my 
ſelte inthisz Ir were no hard thing to u Ver,39 
be plenrifull in the enlargement of this 


z8 


H 3 There 


ACaneat aud 


bie&i- There bee ſome things which are vſu- 
152- | allyobiefted by ſome againſt this doc- 
inſt the ttine: which it ſhall not bee amiſſe to 
>Arine make anſwere to. 
ſwered 1, Itis ſayd that there are divers ſpee- 
ObieR, ches in Scriprture,where talling, and for- 
faking, 8nd things of the like nature are 
threatned te the faithſull, and they 
are called ypon to feate and care, ſuch 
as ſeewe to argue a poſsibiliry of finall 
| loſing all grace which they have oncere- 
|1Cor, <<yucd.For examples ſake, Ler bimthas 
fo.12, hikes bee Flandes take beede lift beefall(x). 
Ro. x1, 3e* 200 high minded, but feare, Ge. ()) 
los, ALucnchnetthe Sprite (x), Warke ont your 
i 1. Theſ, /4/nvation with feare and trembling (4),Now 
:10, Ffowhatende are theſe ſpeeches, ifthe 
5 Phil, 2, faichſull cannot fall, ſo as to looſe 
: that faith, with which they hauc beene 
ſwere, ®nce endued? Janſwere thus:that what 
ſocuer God works in, end for the faiths 


2 


4 ' 


full, hee worketh ir by meanes, As hee 
will continve them in faith, and Keepe 
them in the ſtate ofgrece: ſo hee will 
| doe it by a ccurſe: and one ſpeciall 
| meanes, | y which hee preſerues the faith 
of þis children, is ſuch a” 
this 


| 
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this, by which Che bleſsing them vnco 
them,) he preuents ſecurity and ſiirres 
vp carcofyiing all good meanes conſe- 
crated by him, by which they may bee 
vphelde in grace, and builded ypin faith, 
So thar to eteaifenans do norpre- 
ſuppoſe the talling away of Gods EleQ : 
buc are purpoſedly vicd in the wiſdome 
of God ro preuent the ſame, 

They prooue that weein our ſelues 
may fatl;and had therefore needeto re- 
ſolue with Dawid, That it is good for v1 
to draw weere toGod(b), bur they doe nor # Pl.73 
argue the purpoſe of God to ſuffer to 
fall, bur racher che contrary: for well 
may wee ſay, thatif God would forſake 
hee wouldneuer ſo often cail ypon his 
children to ſtand faſt, : 

2 Many true belecuers have fallen and 
fayled greatly : 3s David in the matter 2 ObicE 
of} Vriah, Pater in che bufineſſe ofdeny- 
ing his Mafter: ſhall it bee thought that 
theſe loſt nor their fairh, when they 
commitred ſuch foule offences? Mow 
could faith and ſuch proſſe euils, bee ar 
once together in the ſame men ? I an- a (we 
ſwere direAly; that neycther Porter nor 
H 3 Dania 


» 


A Caneat, and 
Daxid1oſt their faith quite in thoſe their 
fals, Wee muftlearne to diftinguiſh be. 
ewixt the beingof faich,and the working 
offaith : tairh may be, where it doth nor 
worke, There may be life in the root of 
atree, though in the winter ſeaſon the 
ſame be without both ieafe and fruit. In 
a mans body there may belife, although 
for the preſent, being in a ſwoun, hee 
doth neither moue nor breath; like ro 
that, which Paul ſayd of Extichus falling 
from the third loft, and taken vp dead + His 
Mt 20, life is in hum ( c), Tn a drie ſ»mmec there 
'Y may be a ſecret {pring of a Well in the 
earth, thongh nor ſo much as a drop of 
water do flow from it: So there may bee 
a certain ſeed of faith in a Chriſtian,cuen 
then when by ſome great tEptation he is 
. ouercome and fallen into a grieuous fin, 
So then 1t is true, faith did not workein 
Dand when hee committed adulezrie, It 
was notpowerfull in Peter, when he de- 
nyed his Maſter: bur yer the recouery 
of both, argueth thar there remayned, 
uk.2, af Theophilatt \ayeth out of Chryſoſtome, 
rovching Peter, the hidden ſeedes of faith 
and grace in thembath, No ſooner. was 
- | Damid 
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Dazid throughly dealt with by Nathan, 
bur he cryed out 7 hare ſmued ( 4), No d 2.5% 
ſooner did the Lord looke backe ypon 1 3. 
Peter, but hee went out and wept —_ ; | 
dartly (e ), Sothen this is the ay{were, A e Luk,2 
creat finne may (mother faith, as aſhes 64.62. 
way the coles, but it cannot quench ir, 
The working of faick may bee topped, 
when the being thereof continuerh, 

A third obiction. Many that haue 
giuen great evidence euen of ſtrong 
faith, andtouching whomethere is ng 
cauſein the world, but to account them 
true belecucrs, are by the teſtimony of 
their owne mouthes, vitering the ſame 
with great erneſtnes, ateſtimony of their 
not diflembling, veterly without faith: 
they ſay they haue no comfort,no taſte 
ot. any goodnes, they cannot pray, they 
cannor ſo much as thigke comtortably 
ypon GOD, or any of his promiles, 
Indeed they w.!l fay, it bata beene 
with them thus and thus. heeretofore,, 
but all this is vaniſhed, and now there 
is nothing bur deadncile nnd jph lelity 
come vpon them. | | 

Haue not thc ic loſt thicir faith ?2.And 
Was 


3 Obie 


ACaueat, aud 
wasit not alſo thus with David, when he 
prayed thatGod would reftore unto bine- 
the 9 of ſalnation, &&c. (f) > That reſto- 

ſ.51.12 ring, arguetha departure and lofle of 
that which his defire was he might again 

onioy. | 

AsT ſayde in anſwering the former 
obieQion, that there is a difference be- 
ewixt the beeing and the working of 
faith, ſo ſay I now, that there is a difte- 
rence becwixr a men having of faith, and 
his beeing aware chat hee hath ir. A man 
may haue faith, euen then when hee 
ſandsverieperemptorilytoir, that hee 
bath none ar all, Phyſitians repore of 
men ſubict ro melancholy paſsions, 
that they have verily thoght themſclues 
dead, when as yet all thet have behelde 
them, hauc knowne rhem co bee lining, 
yet haue they not beene able to perſuade 
them ſo; Such like ſpirituall perturba- 
tions are in the mindes many times of 

Gods children, that they conclade di- 

rectly of themſclues that they haue no 

faith, and they which come to talke 
with them, and co comfort them, cannor 
beate away that opinion from them,who 


yer 


n{werc, 


EE i EX > WB... > Su i ee ro pt& Phi Boo 


AN—_ 


a + 
cn 


« Cemort.for Beleewers, 6&3 
yet ſee inthem plaine and apparant eui- 
dences ofa true faith, Indeed thoſe very 
complaints, (which are made in theſe di- 
ftreſles, are an argument of the preſence 
of that which yet is lamented as it were 
not there, No map buc a beleceuer can 
complaine of the Jacke of faith. Infide- 

liry cannot bee perceyucd bur by faith, 
The want of grace cannot bee taken no- 

tice of withour grace, Itisin the mat= 
ter of faith, azir is inthe point and caſe 
of Gods loue, GOD alwaycs loues his 
children, though hee doe not alwayes 
ſhew it, not they alwayesperceyue it, 
He hides away his face for a time,and they are 
troubled (pg). 

A fourth obieRion, Weereade in£ Pſ.30.7 

{ Scripture, that the ſpirit of God depar- 4 Obie, 

| tedfrom Sav/ (b) : and Paw{ſaytb by the ,.., 
corrupt doctrine of Hymenens and Phile - . _ a 
tus, the faith of certain was deftreyed(s); ; 7; . 
& ſo he ſpeakes of ſome, which have cr- |, 
red from the faith (b), and fell away , 
frow the faith (/), — Oopwracks Wn on. 
of the faith(»); Doe not theſe thinges ; ©. 

4 P-4-I 
arguea poſs1bility of falling quire from m» Cap. 
the ate of grace, andof an vrter loſing | 9 : 
. the fairh? Concer- *' 


Sam, 


»Rom., 8. 
Ils 


Fl 


* or. Sam, 
5 10,9, 


pEx.31.3 


7Gal.t; 
22. 


Anſwere, - 
tit which forſooke him, is noc meant 


|  ACanettund 
Concerning that of . Sau/, By that ſpi- 


that ſpiricof regeneration, which workes 
in the elec: forthat dwel/erh, where it 
once entereth (» ): but a ccrtaine mea- 
ſure of veceſſary giftes; which God 
vouchſafed Saru!, for the cnabling. him 
tothe duties of his gouernment., Here- 
ypon itis layd, that when Saul was hiſt 
anointed King by Samuel, God gaue bam 
another h:art( 0.) : now when Saxl grew 


into extremities, then GOD depriued ' ' 


him of thoſe gifts : ſuch giftes are rear- 
med the ſpirit of God, I meane, ſuch 
as concerne a man for the diſcharge of 
his perſonall calling; as wee may reade 
that tearme giuen to that knowledge & 
ynderftanding to. worke mam, curiqus 
workes which was beſtowed vpon Beza: 
leet and eAhbelirh(p). A; forthe tearmes 
of taith in thoſe piaces where deftroy- 
ing of faith, ecriog from the faith, &c, 
are-mentioneo, wee muſt chus conceiue 
them,partly tro be:tokea tg coctrine of 
faith: ſo fant is taken for that winch is 
beleeued(q\.Now that is ottcoytiumes tals 
len from by many, they becing corrup* 


OT I—— Wenn nr w_— 


cd | 


# 
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pi- tedand poyſoned with talle opinions : 
nt | partly for the profeſhon of faith; and 
LES © |* fo euen good men may 3t a time by 
elit | weokenesin the ext:emity of perſecuti- 
ea- | on fayle in the proteision and ſhew of 
od faith, not Garirg toſhew themiclues 0- 
im penly :o bee thac which theyare: partly 
Ee alio1t may bee taken tor that, which 1s 
irſt but faith onely in name and inopinion , 
ban and which 1s a meere titular faith; and no 
rewW more faith indcede, then a courſe from 
ued ' which the ſoulc is depa: ted is a man, - 

ear- There bc tome as Anruſtme ſaith, that 
wch doe rather w4gin: then belicene, Now of 
e gf ſuch kinde of t1:th, the doctrine which 
ade I have handled ts not; for ſuch may va- 
e & | niſh, nay indeed ſuch cannot continue: 


19Us | bur when wee ſpeakeof faith, as itis the 
orace of God, which mskes-one with 
mes | Cnriſt,ic canneuer be deſiroyed,neither 


Coptant 
ports qua 


credunt.” 


roy” | doth anyof choſe places preduced fpeak ' 


&Cc. | oftaithinthat ſenſe: nay, in oneot the 
cetme | places Pay! puts a diſtintion. berwix: 
1Ce Ol thoſe whoſe {faith he {peaks of, & the faith 
C1 15 & ſtate of Gods ciinfen (rj, 2s Hymenenus 
Sfal-| & Philerns doctrine arſtroyed the furth of 
rrup” | certaweantplieated God to giuc ourr ſome 
TC be UC* 


r2, Tim,3 
18.9, 


deceyued by them: Buryer howſocuer, | 
the foundation of the Lord remaynerh ſure, _ 
and hath this ſeale, the Lord knowerh who 
arebis, allthis while the elect of God 
were ſafe, they were ſo ſurely built, thar 
it was not poGible for them ro mil- 
CarTtYs 

5 Obie, A fiſt obieRion. This doArine is ac- 
cuſed, to be a do&tine of idlenefſe and 
preſumption: for if a man having faith 


Kare of grace, cannot finally bee caſt out | 
of fauour, why ſhould hee feare tro com- 
mit any fiane? for doe hee whathe will, 
God will notreiethim, What need he 
biode bimſelfe ro any courſe of holi- | 

. nefle, orofdiligent wing ſuch thinges | 
as appertaine to building vp in godli- 
nefſe? inaſmuch as h s condition is vnal=- 

' terable, hee is ſure of being ſaued what- 
ſocuer come, 

Anſwere, Iristruc,in the iudgement of corrup- 
red narure, this may bee a very good en- 
ducement to takehiberty of inning, in- 
aſmuch as there is ne poſsibility of loo* 
ſing faith: neyrher will I ſay, bur «ca 


by 


cannot loſe ir, and bcing once in the .. 


Lal — was + E 
IS 2CFEPDPSLPINO PTS owvMmRc Py 0 mon 


timea childe of God may bee egged on | 


. thefiateof grace (t), and they which are 30.| | 


. theworſt men, snd ſuch as ſhall bee 


lecucrs? Will Ged {uffer bisrofall into 
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hy his owne heart, ypon tharground te 

we an aduenture, But it is certain that 

uch a finne of preſuming, or of giving 
ones ſclfe ouer to adifloluce courſe,or of 
negleCting the care ofjholineſie, cannot 
beare ſway there, where faithis: Marke 
what is ſayde, 7 har ſinne ſtall not hawe do- 
mmion exer thoſe, which are by faith en- 
grafted into Chriſt (s). They which are ,Ro,s, 14 | 
wuſtified by faith, are calledoſ God into ;Ro,g.19 | 


| 


called are [antlified (vu), How are they jugs. 
fancrifies, if chey wallowe in ſecuritie? gcc, 
How's that 8 pager of the heart (x), if it Act. 26, 
leave hehinde in a mans bewels ſuch ,g, 
grofſeneſle? how is it our v1Gorre(y), if Act.15, 
it ſuffer vsto be derayned in bondngeof 

ſuch a difſolurte ew]! 7 Iris the marke of 31.loh.s. 
ſwept away With the wrath and verge- ; 

ance of God at þ|s commirg, To beeJul- 

led aſſeepe in lecurity,vivirg themſclues . 
ouerto the ſervice of ſinne, catirg and 

dripking and knowirg nothing, vntill 

they are taken like a birde in a inare (z). © Mar,24 
How can this then bee the ſtate of bee- z8, 


that 


vg 


a Act.,24. 
16. 
b 1 Cor,g 


by. 


£Phil. 2. 
12.140 


a1 Tanmn, $ 


10, 


A Caueat, and 
that, which they are left vnto, who are 


J 

| | ls 
of olde ordayned to deftruction, ifs © 
He that isa true beleeuer knows what | - 
Godrequireth of him : ad more | þ 
{enſible hee is by faith of Gods lone to = 
him, the more will his earneſt deſire be "3 
to glorifie bis name, by a holy behani- fa 
our, It cannot bee denyed but Pan! was 70 
reſolued of his furure eſtate, and of his h: 
perſeucrance in grace vnto theend : but b! 
who euer more dil:gent, who more pre. -|+ F; 
ciſe, who more conſtant in the ludie | þ, 
of holineſſe ? It was his endeauour to hi 
haue alwayes a cleere conſ. tence towarde ye 
God.and toward mn (a) : it was bis man- ha 
ner 1» beate downe his body, and to brig re 
it wit» ſu'rethom ( b ) : hee forgate that ha 
which: was behind, and endeaunow ed hime- Je, 
{ele -1mro that which was before, and fol» | 
{-we @ hard toward the marke, foy the priſe fle 
ef the high calling of God in Chriſt Iejus th 
(-) his mn of (immg, was exemplar in 

(4', Hi exrmple is an 2boundant 
prove, that tic affurance of perſeuec- th: 
yaNce ir net iamratly gime life and ful 
er: ' 152m, J:rue, pÞ”Ts Wy 
rtinud im ore tht fir 

\ 
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are may abound. This is that Logicke p 
-|, offleſh; and blood (+), bur grace will © Rom» 5. | 


hat replic, How can wee that are deadto fine, * 

Ore | He yet therem ( f ) *Looke what inferen- | 
7 diovaty hotinfe the ſpirit of God ery fVer.2. | 
be forceth out of aſſurance of Gods eternall 

ni- | fauourand ofenioying his promiſes; 7f 

Nas youcall bim Father, &c. thar is, if you 

his haue receyuea the ſpirit of adoprion,and 

Put | byitvypon good tearmes,, call God your 

re- '* Father, paſſe the time of your awelling 

die | kiweie feare , The more you apprehen 

"eo him to bee your Father, the more doe 

rde | you feare rooffend bim, /p). Serving wee 

an- hawe theſe pr omniſes ſayerh Panl, hauing g 1Pet.1, 
ring referenceto thoſe afore, in which God, 7. 

that had ſayde, [ will bee a Fathrr wntoyou,and 

19980 ee ſhall bee my ſonres and dar ghters, let 


fol» Þ vs clenſe owr ſelnes from all filthine e of the 
iſe fleſh and (pet, and fir1ſh omr ſunttification tn ; 
ejuf | thefeareof God(h). The Scripwreis full * 
Flat | . inthis kind, 


h1,Cor,7 


Jane I baue beenelarge inthe handling of 
"UC this doctrine, 7, Becauſe it is plenti- 


and full, the Worde of GOD aboundes 

p''Te with reaſons and 2reuments to con- 
, _ TY - , 

11 | firmeit, 2, Becauſe it is comfortable,it 15 
—_— the 


A Canes, and 


conſolation. 3. Beceuſe there be diuers 
exceptions made againſt it , which 
for che topping of the mouthes of 
gaineſayers , and for the farisfaCti- 
on of ell thoſe wbichfeare GOD, it 
was neceſlary to explane, The ſurmme 
ofall is , That the faith of Gods Eleft,trae 


nally bee extinguiſhed, Foyling itis ſubieRt 
' vnts: butnor fayling, It ma 
it dooth nor worke, and it nay worke 
where it is notperceyued,a yian may en- 
ioy itthat complaines in hitternefle of 
ſpirit, that hee cannotfeele it, Hence 
came that ſaying of efuguſtine,that exery 
rigbreons man, vnderſtanding by a righ- 
teous man, a man juſtified before God 


' Be Cor& 
Gre.1n, 


Poſſe® andhis reaſon is, Adam had power, if he 
weler, ſea would, but nota will to be able toper- 
vebe wr #6 fiſt in good; but as for them thatare by 
peſſic. faith engraffed into Chriſt, they haue 

| both abiliry and will :they haue 8 detirg 
giuenthemto continue,and are able alſo 
ſotocentinuetothe end, Ler vs come 


to the vie, 
| Firſt | 


bee where - 


"_ m_p——_—_ and forchouſe of all rue © ; 
| (+) 


#- 


ſaving faith, can newer, exther totatly or fi- 


by Chriſt, 5s wore bleſſed then eAdamo: »| 


"» 
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FirR;Heerby is overthrown that 


ſome alſo which in other-maine things 
doe ytterly difſenc from Popery :ro wit, 
thar no man-in this world , vnlefſeit'be 
by ſome ſpeciallrevelation, can be aflu- 
red of this perſeuerance and continuance 


- in the ſtare of grace; Thar a man may fall 


from«beſtate of eleRion, inro the, con- 
dition! of a' teprobare ;. Beeing now iti 
Chriſt), hee may be vtterly cur off from 
Chriſt; hee miayfall from grace, h:& may 
loſe the ſpirir of G O D,and be quite and 
cleane withour faith, * | 
Such Poſitions as theſe are ordinary 
in the Papiſts writings; and ſome others 


(#5 Ifaid) differing elſe fromthera, yer 


doe communicate wich them in theſe 
errors, Errors Tmiy fafely calt them, 
being _—_ torhat dofrine which 
hath beene handled and proobed ont of 


this Text, rovchinip rhe perſeuerance of 
the faithfull', andthe vnatterablecondi- 
tion of thoſe whom'rhe ſpiritsf GOD 

hath oncerenued, ' ©, OP 
How ' cen that faith faile for vyhich 
Chriſt hathprayed? My a man know he 
l hath 


pih The firft 
opinion, the leauerr wherof hath fowred vic. 


: 
' 


z.Cor. 


Z+$0 


ACanca,tnd 


hath faich indeed ? No doubt hee may* 
why elſe are weexhorted to try oxr ſelues 
whether we are m the faith(s)., Ita man 
may be aſſured he hari faith, hee way be 
aſſured alſo, that bis faich ſhall hold out 
ro the very end: vnleſic hee will make 
doubr of the efficacie of Chriſts requeſt, 
And ſurely , ifit were truc which is held 
by ſome, That a man beeing once truly ia 

hriſt, maybe againe quite out of Chriſt 
and ſo altogether in the Rate of nature 
againe,as if het had never beene conuer- 
red ;then therewill follow a neceſlicy of 
a ſecond Baptiſme. 

Bapriſmeis the Sacrament of ouren- 
graffing ioto Chriſt, of cur initiation, or 
enterance into Religion:if then a man fal 
ſofarre, that hee is wholly ſeuered from 
Chriſt , ſhallitnor be neceflary inhisre- 
coucry,for him to be baptized? Forhow 
elſe (ordinarily) ſhall he become a lim of 
Chriſt? This is an ynauaydableabſurdi- 
ty which followeth this doctrine, 

I may adde heereto , how this weake- 


neth the comfort ofa Chriſtian, Much. 


a doc hee hath to getfaith, Alas Iwhata 
griefe and a heart-breakiog ts him is ir, 
© 
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'to be taught thar hee no ſooner hath it, 
but hee may by 8nd byloſeir? now he is 
inthe ſtate of an ele, hee may bein 2s 
badde a taking as I»daz,or any reprobate 
tomorrow, | 

Whar kinde of dgQrine is this ? How 
dooth this ſort with the g-nerallayme of 
the Scripture ; which is, That we through Rom 

patience and comfort might bane hope (k)? © 
But thus is Popery 8 doArine of valct- 5-4 
lednefle : ir traineth yp the ſoules of men. 

in a perperuall ſuſpence; they would 

haue the people to be ſure of nothing, 
neither ofthe matrerto be belieued, nor 

of themnſelues, whether or no they doe 
beleeue as it is neceflary, A kind ot hope 

they will allow them, which (as inp”: 
conceiue it) is a kinde of blinde guefle 
withotrt certainty, , _ 

2. Hcereis an excellent matter of di- Thy (e.. 
reQion for vs, what thing eſpecially to... 4 Vſe; 
make choiſe of, What ſhould wee rather 
ſeeke & defire,then ſuch a good whereof 
we cannot be deprived. Sec how vainely 
ten beſtow all their care about things 
ofno continuance;Honour,Riches,Plea- 

.* fure,things of no centinuatice/ 
Fogg I 3 _ Honour, 


AM Canceatgnd 


in that glorious Courtier Hames ; to day 
the ſecond ina kingdomy worſe then the 
verieſt ſlaue , cuen one adiudged.to the 
| gallowes,to morrow.Riches hath wings: 
| either weeare taken from them, or they 
fromys, cueninamoment, This mgbt 
Lok G wiltheyfetch thy ſoule from thee (1), They 
Pn can prexaile in the day of wrath (m), As 
for Pleaſure,what more tranfitoric? Eucn 
inlaughter the heart is ſorrowfull(n). Why 
will men be mad ypontholſe things which 
arelighter then vanicic it ſelfe ?They be 
all as water , vpon Which the faſter a 
man claſpeth his hand, the ſooner it is 
one, 
| ' Oh that wee might all earneſtly la- 
oLuc.1o 'bour after faith, and (s) chuſe the better 


3 which wee ſo much aftet, Would vvec 
| Honour ? what greater then to be /onnes 
Gal , of GO D inChriſt ? And this dooth faub 


26. Would wee Riches ? vyhat compara- 
ble to Spiruwall bleſiings in beauenly 
thing;? and theſe brings faith,inaſmuch 
as it brings Chriſt, vvhom hee vvhich 


Honour, a meere bubble, as wee ſet. 


—— 
Gr Rn 


43» part, This brings withir allthaſe things 


hath | 
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hath once giuen, cantet bat with bins gize 
allthings alſo(9). a 

Would wee Pleaſure? what like this, 3 2, 
To knowe ones Name to be vuritten wm 
Heaxzen ? And this is alſo from faich : for 
faith is accompanied with the preſence 
of Gods Spirit, vvhich beares witnes with 
onr ſpirit , that wyee are the children of 
GOD (r). Oh that wee could ſell all ro »Rom,$ 
buy this Iewell, andeuen asitwereneg- x6, 
le all, till we were ſure we were indeed 
poſſefied of this treaſure. 

Thirdly ; Out of this doGtrine is deri- Thethir 
ved matter of infinite and vnſpeakable Vſe, 
comfort for all that truly feare G O D. 
How great, and how violent, the malice 
and furie of Sathan is againſt all ſuch, 
weeheard before. Hee will not faile ro 
doe the vttermoſt that Hell can either 
inuent or execute, *for the throwing 
them downe from that happie eſtate to 
which the Lord hath raiſed them, 'Well 
may a man tremble when hee thinkes on 
this fimply : for whoare wee, that wee 
ſhould be able to encounter ſuch an e- 
nemie ? But beheld heere a Rocke of 
Comfort : This 1s like that frong Tower, 

I 3 which 


ACaneat and 


"which 4 ens of, to which the 
rigbteows fiee and are exalted (5). We have 
an Aduocate with the Father, Jeſus Chreſt 
| the righteous zaud hee makerh continu- 
| all requeſt on our behalfe , that our faith 
| not faile. 

Thou, wile (perkaps) ſay to mee;1I 
confeſſe this were 2 notable comfort, if 
| -were ſure that 1 were one of thoſe for 
| whom (rift is a ſurer: buthcerein 1 am 
doubrfull. 1 demaunde of thee , Haſt |, 
thou any truth of faith? Canſt thou tell | 
whether that begun in thee, yea or no? | 
So farre ns faith geeth, ſo far the intereſt 
into this priuiledge goeth, But becauſe 1 
know thou wilt not be ſoreſolued,there- 
fore I will declare aſure courſe, by which 
thou maiſt be reſolued heerein, that the _ 
benefic of this prayer, for the notfayling | fr 

. offairhperraines to thee, | 
Examine thy fſelfe for two things: 
Firſt; A conſtant vſc of makin g this-re- 
eſt to G © D in prayer for thy 
elfe, Thatthe Lord vvould veuchſafe 
ſote eftabliſh thee in grace and good. 
nefle, char thy faith may never faile, but | 
continue firme and ſure ynto the end, | 
To 


« Comfort for Belceners, 6&8 
To make good this that I ſay (that 
I may not giue a falſe direRion) this 
knowe, Thar looke what grace GOD 
intendsto beftowe ypon any man, va 
to him hee giues a deſire and care to 
begge the ſame at his hands in Chriſtes 


Name, 

When hee intends to giue mee know- 
" | ledge , hee will give mee 4 munde to 
2 | kyow(s). Hee will make mee to pray , Toh. 
1 | With David ; O give mee wnderflanding : 40.6, 
» | Teach mee good mdgement and knowledge 
& | (#)- When he meanes togiuemefaith, »Pſal , 
13 | bee will ſticre mee vp topray for faith, 119.34 
When he will preſerue me fromtentati. 66. 
ys on, hee will ſecretly prouoke me to cry 
bh tobim, that my faith may be kept ſafe 
__ | from tenrations, 


Againe ; This is alſo a rue point, that 
7 theſe ewo things doe ftill goe toge- 
* ther ; The interceſſion of Chrrſt in hea- 


-- ven; And the worke of hisSpirit in our 
w hearts, moovipg vs to aske thoſe very 
v7" thines , which he craueth of God on our 
wk behalfe, 


| And therefore (x) hee which in one xRom,Þ. 
| place is ſaid to mely requeſts for vs , is 
P | 


ſai 


Vetrſ. 
> 4.26, 


O— 


- A Canelt,end 
Gidin another, to giue Ik ſirir " 

[pe oxr infirmities (y). So then, I aske 
oohet Dooft thou Fs oftep how fu- 


_ riouſly Sathan is bent againſt Gods chil- 


dren? dooft thou recount with thy ſelfe, 
how ynable thou for thy part art ro make 
reſiſtance ? dooſt thou ice and be mone 
the weakenes and ſcantnes of thy taith? 
dooſt thou continually pray vato GOD, 
andecuen begge ofhim in Chriſtsname, 
that hee would helpe thy vnbeliete, rhac 
hee would couficme and Habliſh thee lo, 
that thy fairh may neuer be remooued ? 
This is an euidence to thy ſoule, that the 
_ of Chriſt belongerh vnto thee z 
and that the gates of heil ſhall neuerpre- 
vaile againſt thy faich: chis is a fanuliar 
marke, Doubtleſſe, there is 50 faith ar 
all, vvhere this ſure is not often even 
grioned out vnto GOD, That faith may 
not be ouercome. 

Secondly ,Diligence in the vſe of the 
meanes ordained by God, for tre ſuſten- 
rationand increaſc of faith. Heere is al- 
ſo rule like the former, Will God giue 
me any ſpirituall good ; he wiil giue mee 
#n heart to vſc all good meanes for the 


_ 


mn 


Attaine- 


— 


— ———— 
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8 | attainemenc of that good(z). Now thez Hoſe,S. 
e ++ meanesto keepe faith-fromfalling are 2, 
E eſpecially che Word and: Sacraments, 
Þ Þ The Word. buildes. yp further , and 
' makes to growe-vnto more perfection : 
ze | The Sacraments are ſcales of righteouſ- 
nes, and ſerueco firengtben our appre- 
1? |* henfionof the louc of Godin Chriſt le» 
), | ſus. Therfore faundBelicuers haue been 


e, | alwayecscarcfull intheyſ{cof theſe two, 
FYs l The word hath beendeere yntothem,it 
9 | hath beene the ioy & reioycing of their 
|? || heart: they haue delighted to heare it; 
he it hath been a comfort to them to confer 
en about ir, andto meditateinits, The Sa- 
e= | craments haue bin frequented by them: 
jar | that of Baptiſme , though recciued but 
at | once, yct applyed often; that. of the 
en | Lords Supper, they haue beene frequent 
ay ylers of, 

| Read and obſerue the Scripture, and 
he you ſhall finde it ſo, | So then, art thoua 
en- diligent Hearer?areuerent and oftenre. 
al- pairer to Gods Board ?delighteſt thou 
jue in theſe holy exerciſes of Gods houſe ? 
nee labourett thou toprofit by them, andrto 
the finde ſweetnes in them?it is a good ligne, 


ne- that 
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A Canett and 


thatthe Lord will preſerve thy faith, to 
whomhe hath giuen carcte ſeeke and la- 


Inns 


have taught, how wee may 


comfortably apply this comfortable 


doctrine. There ſhall beno danger of 
giuing way to prefumption by teaching 
this point, theſe markes being annexed : 
for it theſe markes want, thy caſe is dan- 

crous ; thou canſt not ſay thou haſt 
Pich, nor promiſe to thy ſelfe any vite- 
rie sgaiofſt the diuell, 


